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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $35, plus 30c booking fee.

THE SHOW 

OF THE YEAR 

2016
Ring True

M U S I C ,  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  O B S ES S I O N

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm, FREE

Presented in partnership 

with Opera Australia

RADIOLAB, RISK AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and Andrew Denton

The horror, the glory, the sublime and 

the ridiculous – 2016 served it all up in 

enormous doses. Celebrate a year’s worth 

of highlights and lowlights at our annual 

Show of the Year.

What happened in 2016? Well, the Panama 

Papers dropped. A woman in New Jersey got 

stuck up a tree while playing Pokémon Go in 

a cemetery. And Brangelina was reduced to 

its component parts.

Closer to home, Turnbull was returned (only 

just) as Prime Minister. Pauline Hanson made 

a comeback and our census was a mess.

Sit back, relax and relive the best and worst 

as a bevy of Australia’s fi nest writers and 

entertainers farewell the year that was – in 

fi ve-minute bursts of stories and song.

Featuring: Geraldine Quinn, Deborah 

Conway, Willy Zygier, Osamah Sami, 

Geraldine Hickey, Cal Wilson, Benson 

Saulo, Shireen Morris and more, with 

host Casey Bennetto.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, 

Radiolab’s Jad Abumrad will chat 

with veteran broadcaster Andrew 

Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, 

discomfort and creative risk-taking have 

played a formative role in his success.

An Emmy Award-winning TV writer, Dan Harmon is most famous 

for creating cult comedy shows Community and Rick and Morty. 

After getting fi red from his own show, Community, in its third 

season (he was brought back for its celebrated fi fth), he turned 

his attention to his live comedy show and podcast, Harmontown. 

The weekly show – co-hosted in LA by Jeff B. Davis and 

featuring a stable of hilarious, sometimes eccentric regular guests 

– has earned a devoted international fan-base, and is the subject 

of the celebrated Harmontown documentary.

Unscripted, unpredictable and sometimes unhinged, it’s a show 

where stand-up meets self-help and star cameos are squeezed 

in between live Dungeons & Dragons sessions. Harmon will be 

joined by Davis as well as much-loved series regular, Spencer 

Crittenden, for a night of fast, loose and unruly comedy.

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 

at the Comedy Theatre

Time: 8.00pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $30.50, plus $8.90 

booking fee (per transaction).

It took 25 years for Richard Wagner to write Der Ring des Nibelungen (the Ring 

Cycle); presumably he was hoping people would like it. But did he anticipate that his 

masterpiece would be an enduring source of obsession for people in the 21st Century?

For this conversation, we’re bringing celebrated American radio producer, former fi lm 

composer and Ring Cycle devotee Jad Abumrad together with one of the world’s 

foremost authorities on Wagner, Heath Lees. Taking the Ring Cycle as their starting 

point, the pair will discuss music, obsession and identity with host Casey Bennetto.

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBERFRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

at The Astor Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20, plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

RADIOLAB, RISK 

AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and 

Andrew Denton

STARPOWER: 

IN CONVERSATION 

WITH 
KIM GORDON 

HANNAH 

KENT: 
THE GOOD 

PEOPLE 

Presented in partnership with Opera Australia

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

In conversation with

Fee B-Squared

Artist, record producer and 

founding member of noise-rock 

pioneers Sonic Youth, Kim Gordon 

is a cornerstone of American 

experimental rock. As Sonic Youth 

rose to prominence out of the post-

punk, noise and visual art scenes 

in the 1980s, Gordon stood out as 

a role model for countless women 

(and men) with her unmistakable 

voice and mercurial musical style.

Sonic Youth’s last performance was 

in 2011. Four years later, Gordon 

wrote Girl in a Band – a memoir 

describing her formative years, 

marriage (to bandmate Thurston 

Moore) and career straddling the 

worlds of music and art.

There’s only one Kim Gordon, and 

she’s coming to Melbourne to talk 

rock, rebellion and resilience.

Since 2013, with the international success 

of her debut novel, Burial Rites, Hannah 

Kent’s name is often mentioned in the 

same breath as Hilary Mantel or Geraldine 

Brooks; masters of literary historical fi ction. 

This October will see the release of her 

second novel, The Good People, set in 

south-western Ireland in the 1800s.

Join us for an evening with one of Australia’s 

brightest literary stars. Hannah will discuss 

the revival of historical fi ction, Australia’s 

literary landscape and her fascination with 

troubled women in cold climes.

Jad Abumrad and his Radiolab co-host, NPR legend Robert 

Krulwich, have been credited with creating a new aesthetic 

for broadcast journalism. Admired for its gentle explorations 

of big questions, the show has been collecting listeners 

in their millions, and numerous awards, since long before 

podcasting arrived at the mainstream’s door.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, Abumrad will chat with veteran 

broadcaster Andrew Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort and creative 

risk-taking have played a formative role in his success.

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

TUESDAY 17 MAY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

SATURDAY 9 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.45pm

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 5 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

CHAT 10 LOOKS 3

STARLEE KINE AND PJ VOGT

Starlee Kine (Mystery Show) and PJ Vogt (Reply All) each shot to podcasting fame 

last year. But behind their recent successes, Vogt and Kine have each been deeply 

involved with the craft of storytelling – and some of its most celebrated institutions. 

Joined by Ben Birchall (Ingredipedia) and Jon Tjhia (Paper Radio), they’ll talk about 

the new wave of American audio storytelling as they see it – from the dark corners of 

the internet to the shadowy truths of the world.

Every week, Annabel Crabb and Leigh Sales talk about books, television, radio, 

movies, food, politics and whatever else they feel like (read: show tunes) to create the 

essential easy listening that is Chat 10 Looks 3. 

The podcasting duo come to the Wheeler Centre to name-drop, eat on mic and, 

well, giggle … as they discuss in detail what they are literarily and literally consuming 

during a live recording of their podcast.

For many centuries, Indigenous knowledge 

has adapted to social and environmental 

upheaval while remaining interwoven with 

spiritual and cultural practices. Find out how 

this knowledge is reshaped and applied by 

Indigenous designers, curators, innovators 

and academics today.

With Jefa Greenaway, Lilly Brown, 

Kimberley Moulton, hosted by Benson Saulo.

WHISTLE   
B LO W E R S

How much government 

secrecy is necessary for the 

protection of the public? And 

what are the limitations of our 

whistleblower protection laws 

as they stand today?

Join our panellists including, 

Jacob Varghese, Rod St 

George, Suelette Dreyfus 

and Anita Barraud as 

they unpack issues of 

transparency, disclosure and 

the consequences that unfold 

when we don’t know what we 

don’t know.

60,000+ YEARS OF  INNOVATION

Presented in 

partnership with 

Presented in partnership with Kalinya Communications 

and the City of Melbourne as part of 

Melbourne Knowledge Week

Immediately after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein 

in 2003, British civilian Emma Sky was enlisted 

as the representative of the Coalition Provisional 

Authority in Kirkuk, one of Iraq’s most volatile 

areas. She went on to serve in the region longer 

than any other senior military or diplomatic fi gure. 

Sky visits Melbourne and Ballarat to talk with 

Sally Warhaft about the Middle East post-

Hussein and the lessons to be learned about the 

limitations of power.

THE FIFTH 

ESTATE INSIDE IRAQ

MONDAY 9 MAY

at the Museum of Australian 

Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat

Time: 6.00pm – 7.00pm

TUESDAY 10 MAY

at Melbourne City Conference 

Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Can sporting boycotts embarrass governments into 

addressing human rights abuses? What are the costs 

of major sporting events like the Olympic Games and 

the World Cup in terms of human displacement? How 

well do events such as the Paralympics enhance the 

human rights of people with disabilities?

Host Francis Leach and panellists Hugh de Kretser, 

Beverly Knight, Brendon Gale and Belinda Clark 

examine sport through the lens of human rights.

Over the past couple of years, podcasts 

have matured into the storytelling 

format du jour – with a little help from a 

certain sensationally popular true crime 

serial (ahem). 

Beloved for their sense of proximity, 

their active listenership, portability 

and in some cases, ambitiously crafted 

audio, podcasts have a unique ability to 

keep listeners in the company of their 

own choosing – and to render mundane 

tasks bearable. 

So: in celebration of all things audible, 

we’re bringing you some of podcasting’s 

best and brightest to share their 

thoughts and insights on the art (and 

business) of listening.

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Andrew Denton investigates the 

stories and moral arguments about 

why good people are dying bad 

deaths in Australia – because there is 

no law to help them.

BETTER 
OFF
DEAD

Image credit: the Saturday Paper

Sport and 

Human Rights

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

FRIDAY 28 OCTOBER 

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 5.30pm – 6.30pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 10.00am – 11.30am, FREE

THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 11.00am – 11.40am, FREE

WEDNESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 11.00am – 12.30pm, FREE

Live and Dangerous 

Emily Bell on Journalism and 

the Real-Time Social Web

Emily Bell is founding 

director of Columbia 

University’s highly 

respected Tow Center for 

Digital Journalism, and 

a leading authority on digital journalism. 

For the A.N. Smith Lecture in Journalism, 

as part of New News 2016, Bell will lay 

out her thoughts on the dynamic between 

citizens, reporters and publishers – which, 

in today’s media, is in a state of constant 

upheaval and reinvention.

Michelle Guthrie 

Keynote Lecture

Since her appointment 

as the ABC’s Managing 

Director in May 2016 

Michelle Guthrie has 

talked about ABC content 

being made available on multiple platforms – 

not all of them controlled by the ABC. She’s 

talked about increasing the ABC’s reach 

and diversity and her challenge to steward 

the ABC’s relevance and assure its place in 

a rapidly changing and increasingly global 

media market.

What vision will she put forward for the 

national broadcaster? Hear from the new 

ABC boss about digital disruption and the 

role of the ABC in Australian democracy.

J O U R N A L I S M 

F O R  J U N I O R S

Crinkling News is a new national 

newspaper written especially for kids. 

In this workshop, Crinkling News 

editor Saffron Howden will lead 

groups of budding journos through 

real-life newsroom scenarios to conduct 

interviews, develop ideas – and create 

their own news.

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

R I C H A R D  R O X B U R G H 

I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N

Actor and children’s author and illustrator, 

Richard Roxburgh, will chat with 

broadcaster and comedian Meshel Laurie 

about his new book Artie and the Grime 

Wave. The pair will talk 

reading, writing, sketching 

and general silliness, 

including his fi ctional 

invention the Fartex 120Y. 

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

S T O R Y T I M E  W I T H 

S T O R Y V I L L E

Pull up a beanbag these school 

holidays for a rolling session of 

storytelling. This marvellous morning 

event will see three talented actors 

sharing a range of classic and 

contemporary kids’ books.

Perfect for 4–8 year olds.

Presented in partnership with Storyville, an 

Equity Foundation initiative

WHEELER KIDS

27–29 OCTOBER

Hear from some of the brightest minds in the media 

at this three-day series of discussions and workshops 

on the present and future of journalism.

WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

‘There aren’t many jobs that pay you to be 

absurd,’ Oslo Davis has said. But Oslo 

himself has carved out a niche in absurdity 

and he’s coming to the Wheeler Centre to 

present a masterclass in the ridiculous.

What can cartoons convey that other 

artforms can’t? What’s the future of the gag 

cartoon? And where did he get the idea 

for venn diaphragms? Join the consummate 

cartoonist in conversation with David 

Astle for answers to these questions, and 

probably many weirder ones.

THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER 

at the Kathleen Fitzpatrick Theatre, 

Arts West, University of Melbourne 

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

A L A N  B R O U G H  W I T H 

C H A R L I E  A N D  T H E  W A R 

A G A I N S T  T H E  G R A N N I E S

At this special school holiday event 

broadcaster, comedian and now children’s 

author Alan Brough will read from Charlie 

and the War Against the Grannies, sing 

some songs and discuss the inspiration 

behind good comedy and great writing. 

BYO hell-raising grandparent.

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

FOLKING PUN 

EVERYDAY HUMOUR WITH 

OSLO DAVIS

BY THE CENTRE FOR 

ADVANCING JOURNALISM

C
artoon: eatenfi sh.com

New News is presented in partnership with the 

Wheeler Centre and the Centre for Advancing 

Journalism at the University of Melbourne

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 

at Geelong Library & 

Heritage Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 

concession, plus 30c 

booking fee.

THURSDAY 

13 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

FRIDAY 

14 OCTOBER 

at ACMI Cinema 2

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 

12 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE
TUESDAY 

11 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE
MONDAY 

10 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

G R O W I N G  U P 

W I T H  M A X I N E 

B E N E B A 
C L A R K E
Maxine Beneba Clarke 

grew up in sunny, suburban 

Sydney, the child of two 

West Indian émigrés. 

She was never allowed 

to forget that her skin 

colour marked her out as 

someone different.

Hear Maxine talk about her 

own Australian girlhood, 

issues of race and feminism 

and her new memoir, The 

Hate Race, with host 

Santilla Chingaipe.

Q U E S T I O N 

T I M E : 
R A I S I N G  G I R L S

We’re devoting a whole 

Question Time session to 

the topic of raising girls. 

Got questions about girls’ 

education, friendship, 

sexual health, role models 

or the unique challenges 

facing girls from diverse 

backgrounds? Join us for 

one hour of pure audience 

Q&A, moderated by 

Madeleine Morris.

A S  Y O U  A R E : 

A  T R A N S 

T E E N  S T O R Y

Georgie Stone was born a 

boy, but always knew she 

was a girl. At 11 she became 

the youngest Australian ever 

to access puberty-blocking 

medication. Now a thriving 

16-year-old, Georgie is a role 

model and advocate 

for trans teenagers. Meet this 

exceptional young Australian 

and her mother, Rebekah 

Robertson.

G I R L S 
W R I T I N G 

A B O U T  G I R L S

Lust, longing, anger, 

rebellion, self-surveillance, 

anxiety, technology, 

friendship – our panel, 

including Marlee Jane 

Ward, Abigail Ulman, 

Jax Jacki Brown and host 

Jennifer Down, will discuss 

these topics and more. 

What stories do girls want 

to read? And what stories 

do they want to tell?

Y A S  K W E E N : 

G I R L S  O N 

S C R E E N

At this panel discussion, 

hosted by comedian Judith 

Lucy, we’ll look at girls on 

screen. Our panel will also 

respond to clips from Broad 

City, Freaks and Geeks, 

The Katering Show, Puberty 

Blues and Mean Girls. Can 

we see ourselves in these 

characters? Who is left out 

in representations of girls 

on screen?

Presented in partnership with 

ACMI and Plan International 

Australia 

F I G H T I N G  L I K E 

A  G I R L  I N  T H E 

2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y

Clementine Ford and 

Anne Summers have 

been described as 

feminist voices of their 

respective generations. In 

this conversation the pair 

will focus on the notion of 

girlhood, how the feminist 

fight changed and what 

kind of future awaits 

Australian girls.

Presented in partnership with 

Geelong Regional Libraries

H E Y  G I R L

THE DI GRIBBLE 

ARGUMENT 2016

Shen Narayanasamy

A week-long festival of 

events celebrating girlhood 

for and about girls. 

10–14 OCTOBER

The Di Gribble Argument returns 

for a third year, pushing us into 

constructive disagreement in 

efforts to break a conversational 

deadlock. This year we’re taking 

on one of the most intractable 

conversations in Australian public 

life: stopping the boats.

Most of us carry family histories 

of migration, seeking safety and 

prosperity in this vast and varied 

continent. But something is broken. 

We spend billions imprisoning 

asylum seekers on remote Pacifi c 

Islands. The solution is not ideal, 

chorus politicians and pundits, but 

there simply is no other way.

From Pauline Hanson’s return to 

457 visas, we continue to leave 

immigration policy and practice 

to fear-mongering politicians and 

disingenuous shock-jocks.

It’s time for a proper argument. One 

that lays out the stunning changes 

to our social contract on immigration 

that quietly took place behind the 

mantra of Stop The Boats. One that 

looks at the system in its entirety, that 

replaces catchphrases with a broader, 

deeper perspective. And an argument 

that actually proposes solutions. 

Human rights campaigner Shen 

Narayanasamy will bring together 

business, government and social 

threads to detonate the dead end 

nature of this debate.

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER 

at the Regent Theatre, Plaza Ballroom

Time: 6.30pm – 11.00pm 

Tickets: $180, plus 30c booking fee, 

three-course dinner and drinks  included. 

Individual seats and tables of ten available.

Photo: Simon O'Dwyer, Fairfax

F IG H T I N G

★ I N  T H E  ★ 

2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y

L I K E  A  G I R L 

FEBRUARY & MARCH

The natural world has few more fervent (and well-known) advocates than 

David Suzuki. The respected environmentalist and science broadcaster 

believes it is essential that we fundamentally adjust our view of nature – 

namely, with a shift from hubris to humility.

In cautioning against inertia, he’s not alone. Tim Flannery’s infl uential book, 

The Weather Makers, was nothing short of a passionate call to arms. Five 

years later, Naomi Oreskes’ Merchants of Doubt deftly investigated why action 

on climate change has been so slow. 

Political inaction, crushing statistics and depressing forecasts are not the 

only story, though. Join Suzuki, Flannery and Oreskes to hear their personal 

perspectives on potential solutions – followed by a panel discussion about 

people, planet and optimism.

MONDAY 7 MARCH

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 5.15pm – 7.45pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

For Thought™ series presented 

by the University of Melbourne 

and the Wheeler Centre 

under licence from Sydney 

Opera House.

Tim
Flannery

Naomi

Oreskes

David

Suzuki

F O R  T H O U G H T :

H O P E  F O R  T H E  P L A N E T 

D AV I D  S U Z U K I  + 

N A O M I  O R E S K E S  +  

T I M  F L A N N E R Y 

WILD THINGS

The lives and loves of 

John and Sunday Reed

FRIDAY 18 MARCH

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Yes, our silliest, smuttiest 

event is back, so slip 

your imagination into 

something a little more 

comfortable. Four of our 

funniest and fi lthiest 

writers and comedians 

will share their rudest 

and lewdest works of 

fan fi ction. 

Join the authors of Modern Love, 

Lesley Harding and Kendrah Morgan, 

as they share their insights on John 

and Sunday Reed, two towering fi gures 

of the Heide Circle and the Australian 

mid-century avant-garde.

E R OT I C 
FA N 
F I C T I O N

MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

P E N N Y 

A R C A D E

The Wheeler Centre 

HOT DESK 

FELLOWSHIPS 

2016

WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Bad Reputation

Meet Penny Arcade: performance artist, 

author, documentary-maker and former 

‘superstar’ of Andy Warhol’s Factory. 

She’ll talk about her decades-long 

opposition to gentrifi cation and how 

Melbourne has shaped her thinking.

Presented in partnership with Theatre Works

The Wheeler Centre’s Hot Desk Fellowships are back for 2016 – 

once again made possible by the generous support of the 

Readings Foundation. 

The fellowships, which offer a $1000 stipend and workspace in 

the Wheeler Centre over a ten-week period, have been created 

simply to give writers the space to write. Hot Desk fellows will also 

have the opportunity to meet, network and work with the Wheeler 

Centre’s resident organisations.

Applications for 2016 Hot Desk Fellowships will open on 

Friday 19 February. For more information visit wheelercentre.com
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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $35, plus 30c booking fee.

THE SHOW 

OF THE YEAR 

2016
Ring True

M U S I C ,  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  O B S ES S I O N

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm, FREE

Presented in partnership 

with Opera Australia

RADIOLAB, RISK AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and Andrew Denton

The horror, the glory, the sublime and 

the ridiculous – 2016 served it all up in 

enormous doses. Celebrate a year’s worth 

of highlights and lowlights at our annual 

Show of the Year.

What happened in 2016? Well, the Panama 

Papers dropped. A woman in New Jersey got 

stuck up a tree while playing Pokémon Go in 

a cemetery. And Brangelina was reduced to 

its component parts.

Closer to home, Turnbull was returned (only 

just) as Prime Minister. Pauline Hanson made 

a comeback and our census was a mess.

Sit back, relax and relive the best and worst 

as a bevy of Australia’s fi nest writers and 

entertainers farewell the year that was – in 

fi ve-minute bursts of stories and song.

Featuring: Geraldine Quinn, Deborah 

Conway, Willy Zygier, Osamah Sami, 

Geraldine Hickey, Cal Wilson, Benson 

Saulo, Shireen Morris and more, with 

host Casey Bennetto.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, 

Radiolab’s Jad Abumrad will chat 

with veteran broadcaster Andrew 

Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, 

discomfort and creative risk-taking have 

played a formative role in his success.

An Emmy Award-winning TV writer, Dan Harmon is most famous 

for creating cult comedy shows Community and Rick and Morty. 

After getting fi red from his own show, Community, in its third 

season (he was brought back for its celebrated fi fth), he turned 

his attention to his live comedy show and podcast, Harmontown. 

The weekly show – co-hosted in LA by Jeff B. Davis and 

featuring a stable of hilarious, sometimes eccentric regular guests 

– has earned a devoted international fan-base, and is the subject 

of the celebrated Harmontown documentary.

Unscripted, unpredictable and sometimes unhinged, it’s a show 

where stand-up meets self-help and star cameos are squeezed 

in between live Dungeons & Dragons sessions. Harmon will be 

joined by Davis as well as much-loved series regular, Spencer 

Crittenden, for a night of fast, loose and unruly comedy.

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 

at the Comedy Theatre

Time: 8.00pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $30.50, plus $8.90 

booking fee (per transaction).

It took 25 years for Richard Wagner to write Der Ring des Nibelungen (the Ring 

Cycle); presumably he was hoping people would like it. But did he anticipate that his 

masterpiece would be an enduring source of obsession for people in the 21st Century?

For this conversation, we’re bringing celebrated American radio producer, former fi lm 

composer and Ring Cycle devotee Jad Abumrad together with one of the world’s 

foremost authorities on Wagner, Heath Lees. Taking the Ring Cycle as their starting 

point, the pair will discuss music, obsession and identity with host Casey Bennetto.
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $35, plus 30c booking fee.

THE SHOW 

OF THE YEAR 

2016
Ring True

M U S I C ,  I D E N T I T Y  A N D  O B S ES S I O N

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm, FREE

Presented in partnership 

with Opera Australia

RADIOLAB, RISK AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and Andrew Denton

The horror, the glory, the sublime and 

the ridiculous – 2016 served it all up in 

enormous doses. Celebrate a year’s worth 

of highlights and lowlights at our annual 

Show of the Year.

What happened in 2016? Well, the Panama 

Papers dropped. A woman in New Jersey got 

stuck up a tree while playing Pokémon Go in 

a cemetery. And Brangelina was reduced to 

its component parts.

Closer to home, Turnbull was returned (only 

just) as Prime Minister. Pauline Hanson made 

a comeback and our census was a mess.

Sit back, relax and relive the best and worst 

as a bevy of Australia’s fi nest writers and 

entertainers farewell the year that was – in 

fi ve-minute bursts of stories and song.

Featuring: Geraldine Quinn, Deborah 

Conway, Willy Zygier, Osamah Sami, 

Geraldine Hickey, Cal Wilson, Benson 

Saulo, Shireen Morris and more, with 

host Casey Bennetto.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, 

Radiolab’s Jad Abumrad will chat 

with veteran broadcaster Andrew 

Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, 

discomfort and creative risk-taking have 

played a formative role in his success.

An Emmy Award-winning TV writer, Dan Harmon is most famous 

for creating cult comedy shows Community and Rick and Morty. 

After getting fi red from his own show, Community, in its third 

season (he was brought back for its celebrated fi fth), he turned 

his attention to his live comedy show and podcast, Harmontown. 

The weekly show – co-hosted in LA by Jeff B. Davis and 

featuring a stable of hilarious, sometimes eccentric regular guests 

– has earned a devoted international fan-base, and is the subject 

of the celebrated Harmontown documentary.

Unscripted, unpredictable and sometimes unhinged, it’s a show 

where stand-up meets self-help and star cameos are squeezed 

in between live Dungeons & Dragons sessions. Harmon will be 

joined by Davis as well as much-loved series regular, Spencer 

Crittenden, for a night of fast, loose and unruly comedy.

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 

at the Comedy Theatre

Time: 8.00pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $30.50, plus $8.90 

booking fee (per transaction).

It took 25 years for Richard Wagner to write Der Ring des Nibelungen (the Ring 

Cycle); presumably he was hoping people would like it. But did he anticipate that his 

masterpiece would be an enduring source of obsession for people in the 21st Century?

For this conversation, we’re bringing celebrated American radio producer, former fi lm 

composer and Ring Cycle devotee Jad Abumrad together with one of the world’s 

foremost authorities on Wagner, Heath Lees. Taking the Ring Cycle as their starting 

point, the pair will discuss music, obsession and identity with host Casey Bennetto.

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

FRIDAY 28 OCTOBER 

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 5.30pm – 6.30pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 10.00am – 11.30am, FREE

THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 11.00am – 11.40am, FREE

WEDNESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 11.00am – 12.30pm, FREE

Live and Dangerous 

Emily Bell on Journalism and 

the Real-Time Social Web

Emily Bell is founding 

director of Columbia 

University’s highly 

respected Tow Center for 

Digital Journalism, and 

a leading authority on digital journalism. 

For the A.N. Smith Lecture in Journalism, 

as part of New News 2016, Bell will lay 

out her thoughts on the dynamic between 

citizens, reporters and publishers – which, 

in today’s media, is in a state of constant 

upheaval and reinvention.

Michelle Guthrie 

Keynote Lecture

Since her appointment 

as the ABC’s Managing 

Director in May 2016 

Michelle Guthrie has 

talked about ABC content 

being made available on multiple platforms – 

not all of them controlled by the ABC. She’s 

talked about increasing the ABC’s reach 

and diversity and her challenge to steward 

the ABC’s relevance and assure its place in 

a rapidly changing and increasingly global 

media market.

What vision will she put forward for the 

national broadcaster? Hear from the new 

ABC boss about digital disruption and the 

role of the ABC in Australian democracy.

J O U R N A L I S M 

F O R  J U N I O R S

Crinkling News is a new national 

newspaper written especially for kids. 

In this workshop, Crinkling News 

editor Saffron Howden will lead 

groups of budding journos through 

real-life newsroom scenarios to conduct 

interviews, develop ideas – and create 

their own news.

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

R I C H A R D  R O X B U R G H 

I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N

Actor and children’s author and illustrator, 

Richard Roxburgh, will chat with 

broadcaster and comedian Meshel Laurie 

about his new book Artie and the Grime 

Wave. The pair will talk 

reading, writing, sketching 

and general silliness, 

including his fi ctional 

invention the Fartex 120Y. 

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

S T O R Y T I M E  W I T H 

S T O R Y V I L L E

Pull up a beanbag these school 

holidays for a rolling session of 

storytelling. This marvellous morning 

event will see three talented actors 

sharing a range of classic and 

contemporary kids’ books.

Perfect for 4–8 year olds.

Presented in partnership with Storyville, an 

Equity Foundation initiative

WHEELER KIDS

27–29 OCTOBER

Hear from some of the brightest minds in the media 

at this three-day series of discussions and workshops 

on the present and future of journalism.

WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

‘There aren’t many jobs that pay you to be 

absurd,’ Oslo Davis has said. But Oslo 

himself has carved out a niche in absurdity 

and he’s coming to the Wheeler Centre to 

present a masterclass in the ridiculous.

What can cartoons convey that other 

artforms can’t? What’s the future of the gag 

cartoon? And where did he get the idea 

for venn diaphragms? Join the consummate 

cartoonist in conversation with David 

Astle for answers to these questions, and 

probably many weirder ones.

THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER 

at the Kathleen Fitzpatrick Theatre, 

Arts West, University of Melbourne 

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

A L A N  B R O U G H  W I T H 

C H A R L I E  A N D  T H E  W A R 

A G A I N S T  T H E  G R A N N I E S

At this special school holiday event 

broadcaster, comedian and now children’s 

author Alan Brough will read from Charlie 

and the War Against the Grannies, sing 

some songs and discuss the inspiration 

behind good comedy and great writing. 

BYO hell-raising grandparent.

Perfect for 7–12 year olds.

FOLKING PUN 

EVERYDAY HUMOUR WITH 

OSLO DAVIS

BY THE CENTRE FOR 

ADVANCING JOURNALISM

C
artoon: eatenfi sh.com

New News is presented in partnership with the 

Wheeler Centre and the Centre for Advancing 

Journalism at the University of Melbourne
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MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR

The breadth and density of what we do 
at the Wheeler Centre — the volume 
of events and activities and their sheer 
eclecticism — can make it hard to talk 
about a year’s achievements in ways that 
feel like they do it justice. It would be too 
easy to make these Director’s messages 
a roll call of names: of our partners, of 
the themes we’ve tackled and of the 
extraordinary guests we’ve hosted on 
our stage. But this report can give you 
an idea of that. 

 

Instead I’d like to point to two events 
from the year that epitomise what we’re 
trying to do. Ira Glass’s extraordinary 
show, Three Acts, Two Dancers, 
One Radio Host was an improbable, 
category-defining exploration of ideas. 
As Glass himself admits in the show, 
dance and public radio are an unlikely 
combination. We’re constantly looking 
for ways to tell stories differently; to 
surprise, to push the boundaries, to 
connect with audiences in unexpected 
ways. This show did all that and 
more. Plus, with two sold-out shows 
in the State Theatre, terrific work 
with a major cultural partner in Arts 
Centre Melbourne, and some private 
opportunities for emerging radio-makers 
and storytellers to learn from Glass in a 
workshop environment, the echoes and 
impact of the show keep being felt. 

The other event I’d single out (in a 
year with more than 212) is the forum 
we held on recidivism and the justice 
system, called Crime and Punishment 
and hosted by Madeleine Morris. A 
difficult conversation, often ill-served 
by our media and public sphere, the 
event incorporated people whose lived 
experiences gave a unique perspective 
on the topic. Again in partnership – this 
time with Arts House, to complement 
and support their theatre programme – 
this discussion embodied the Centre’s 
commitment to engaging events where 
the audience aren’t just hearing from 
talking heads and usual suspects.

 

On all measures – financially, creatively, 
in our cultural leadership and our 
relationship with our audiences – 2016 
was another bumper year. We couldn’t 
have done it without an extraordinary 
staff, a dedicated and imaginative 
board and the ongoing support of the 
State Government through Creative 
Victoria, our donors, partners and 
supporters (most notably Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler, our patrons) and our 
audiences. When talking to guests and 
partners from outside Victoria, we often 
hear the same phrase: ‘I wish we had a 
Wheeler Centre’. We know how lucky 
we are. 

Michael Williams 
Director

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

THURSDAY  7 JULY

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

R E VO LT I N G  A N D 

R I D I C U LO U S
A ROALD DAHL 

RETROSPECTIVE

ACCESS 

ALL AREAS

From Revolting Rhymes to The Twits to Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory to Matilda and many more, Dahl’s writing 

crackles with exuberance, imagination and irrepressible puerility. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of Roald Dahl’s birth – so 

the Wheeler Centre will get revolting and ridiculous on stage 

with guests including Andy Griffi ths, Benjamin Law, Kate 

McLennan, Tim Rogers and more. They’ll perform extracts from 

Dahl’s vast body of work, delve 

into the recurring themes of his 

stories and feed your nostalgia 

with a discussion of the life of 

this incomparable, sometimes 

controversial, fi gure. 

‘We shape our buildings; 

thereafter they shape us,’ 

Winston Churchill once said. In 

this special collaboration with 

Open House Melbourne, we’ll 

host intimate conversations 

with Melbourne writers in the 

local buildings and places that 

have shaped their work.

Each afternoon will include 

a talk, tour and treat, with 

afternoon tea included with 

your booking. Savour the 

unique atmosphere of some of 

Melbourne’s most beautiful and 

idiosyncratic buildings while 

listening to readings from your 

favourite books.

SEASON 

THREE 
2016

JUNE, 
JULY
& AUGUST

Presented in partnership with 

Open House Melbourne

CHRIS WOMERSLEY 

AT CAIRO APARTMENT 

BUILDING

SATURDAY 9 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

and 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

ROBYN ANNEAR 

AT PRESGRAVE PLACE

SATURDAY 16 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

TONY BIRCH AT 

ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

SUNDAY 31 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

Tickets: $30, includes afternoon tea

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

STEPPING 

OUT
Baby it’s cold outside. (Mostly.) 

It’s cold and it’s getting dark earlier 

and there’d be nothing nicer than just 

staying in. But there’s too much to 

see, too much to talk about, too many 

amazing books and pieces of writing 

and imaginative ideas to stay home.

But this season we’re not just encouraging you to head 

out of the house: the Wheeler Centre’s having to head 

out into the world too.

We’re not moving – I hasten to add – but as the Centre 

gets a little bit older, we thought it was time to get some 

work done. Nothing too drastic. Just a nip here, a tuck 

there, a remedial massage to make sure all the joints and 

parts are fresh and limber and moving as they’re meant to.

And while that’s all happening, we’re having to vacate the 

premises for a few weeks. Traumatic! But never fear. The 

Wheeler Centre will be popping up in places beloved 

and unexpected over the next few months. We’re setting 

up a weekly residence, we’re squatting in Melbourne’s 

open houses and we’re presenting in theatres and 

rooms and halls all around the city to deliver the great 

programming that you can’t get enough of.

Come and fi nd us in unexpected places, and remember to 

subscribe to the Wheeler Weekly at wheelercentre.com 

and hang out there for the videos, the articles and the 

podcasts that will keep you warm.

2016

APRIL & MAY

SEASON TWO 

2016 SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcast and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

FEBRUARY & MARCH

SEASON ONE 

2016 SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcast and e-news

at wheelercentre.com
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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR 

2016 was another significant year in 
the growth, creativity and development 
of the Wheeler Centre. Hundreds of 
events, podcasts and videos showcased 
thousands of ideas that prodded, 
provoked and stimulated our audiences.

The talent on our stages throughout the 
year was prodigious. It included writers 
and storytellers like Jeanette Winterson, 
Jonathan Franzen, Simon Winchester, 
Carrie Brownstein, Miranda July, Drusilla 
Modjeska, Malcolm Knox, Kim Gordon, 
Maxine Beneba Clarke, Muriel Barbery 
and Masha Gessen; thinkers like Shen 
Narayanasamy, David Suzuki, Naomi 
Oreskes, Lindsay Tanner, Clementine 
Ford, Anne Summers and Tim Flannery; 
journalists like Annabel Crabb, Stan 
Grant and Leigh Sales; podcasters 
like Andrew Denton, PJ Vogt and Jad 
Abumrad; funny people like Judith Lucy 
and hometown singer-songwriter Paul 
Kelly, who attracted a large crowd early 
on a Saturday morning last April to hear 
songs from his three-volume collection 
of Shakespeare’s works to mark the 
400th anniversary of the bard’s death.

 

Even that catalogue of performers only 
begins to scratch the diverse, vibrant 
surface of another year in the life of the 
Wheeler Centre – a place that all of us 
on the board feel immensely proud to be 
a part of.

Eric Beecher 
Chairman

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

THURSDAY  7 JULY

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

R E VO LT I N G  A N D 

R I D I C U LO U S
A ROALD DAHL 

RETROSPECTIVE

ACCESS 

ALL AREAS

From Revolting Rhymes to The Twits to Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory to Matilda and many more, Dahl’s writing 

crackles with exuberance, imagination and irrepressible puerility. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of Roald Dahl’s birth – so 

the Wheeler Centre will get revolting and ridiculous on stage 

with guests including Andy Griffi ths, Benjamin Law, Kate 

McLennan, Tim Rogers and more. They’ll perform extracts from 

Dahl’s vast body of work, delve 

into the recurring themes of his 

stories and feed your nostalgia 

with a discussion of the life of 

this incomparable, sometimes 

controversial, fi gure. 

‘We shape our buildings; 

thereafter they shape us,’ 

Winston Churchill once said. In 

this special collaboration with 

Open House Melbourne, we’ll 

host intimate conversations 

with Melbourne writers in the 

local buildings and places that 

have shaped their work.

Each afternoon will include 

a talk, tour and treat, with 

afternoon tea included with 

your booking. Savour the 

unique atmosphere of some of 

Melbourne’s most beautiful and 

idiosyncratic buildings while 

listening to readings from your 

favourite books.

SEASON 

THREE 
2016

JUNE, 
JULY
& AUGUST

Presented in partnership with 

Open House Melbourne

CHRIS WOMERSLEY 

AT CAIRO APARTMENT 

BUILDING

SATURDAY 9 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

and 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

ROBYN ANNEAR 

AT PRESGRAVE PLACE

SATURDAY 16 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

TONY BIRCH AT 

ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

SUNDAY 31 JULY

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

Tickets: $30, includes afternoon tea

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

STEPPING 

OUT
Baby it’s cold outside. (Mostly.) 

It’s cold and it’s getting dark earlier 

and there’d be nothing nicer than just 

staying in. But there’s too much to 

see, too much to talk about, too many 

amazing books and pieces of writing 

and imaginative ideas to stay home.

But this season we’re not just encouraging you to head 

out of the house: the Wheeler Centre’s having to head 

out into the world too.

We’re not moving – I hasten to add – but as the Centre 

gets a little bit older, we thought it was time to get some 

work done. Nothing too drastic. Just a nip here, a tuck 

there, a remedial massage to make sure all the joints and 

parts are fresh and limber and moving as they’re meant to.

And while that’s all happening, we’re having to vacate the 

premises for a few weeks. Traumatic! But never fear. The 

Wheeler Centre will be popping up in places beloved 

and unexpected over the next few months. We’re setting 

up a weekly residence, we’re squatting in Melbourne’s 

open houses and we’re presenting in theatres and 

rooms and halls all around the city to deliver the great 

programming that you can’t get enough of.

Come and fi nd us in unexpected places, and remember to 

subscribe to the Wheeler Weekly at wheelercentre.com 

and hang out there for the videos, the articles and the 

podcasts that will keep you warm.

2016

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

SEASON 

FOUR 2016
SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

SEASON 

FIVE 2016 SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com
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ABOUT THE WHEELER CENTRE
OUR MISSION
The Wheeler Centre exists to drive the development and 
celebration of literature in Melbourne and beyond and, to 
foster broad public engagement in books, writing and ideas. 
We aspire to be nationally and internationally renowned as a 
leading institution for the art of conversation, and a champion 
of the transformative power of informed public discussion 
and debate.

OUR PRINCIPLES
The Wheeler Centre pursues a variety of activities, which are 
underpinned by six principles. Our principles express our 
aspirations as a leading Australian literary arts and cultural 
institution. They give shape to our creative initiatives and 
drive our relationship to audiences and the community. 

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

at Montalto Vineyard & Olive Grove

Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $60 plus 30c booking fee, inclusive 

of food, wine charged on consumption.

GREEN 
CLEAVER

BETTER BELIEVE IT 

STEVE CANNANE 

ON SCIENTOLOGY 

IN AUSTRALIA

BOOKS AND IDEAS

AT MONTALTO

PRESENTED BY THE WHEELER CENTRE

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

HOLLY 
THROSBY 

Goodwood

Singer-songwriter Holly Throsby has enjoyed a 

fruitful and varied life in music. Alongside her melodic 

pursuits, Throsby has been fostering a quiet love affair 

with writing. Her fi rst novel, Goodwood, glimpses a 

country town – the titular Goodwood – in the grip of 

twin disappearances. What compelled her to frame 

her novel with questions of concealment, insularity and 

disappearance? Holly Throsby is joined in conversation 

with musician Sian Prior.

Discussions around eating meat tend 

to gravitate quickly towards polar 

positions. But in this conversation, 

with Sam Cooney, Richard Cornish, 

Tammi Jonas and Sam van Zweden, 

we’ll explore the rich middle ground 

of this issue, focusing on degrees of 

eating meat.

Join us for a nuanced discussion about 

an issue that cuts close to the bone. 

Scientology and Australia have had a strange, troublesome history. Walkley 

Award-winning journalist Steve Cannane digs deeper into the local activities 

of the religion with his new book, Fair Game. In conversation with Sophie Black, 

he’ll discuss the writing and research of Fair 

Game and his fascinating fi ndings on the church’s 

recruitment of James Packer, its dispute with 

Julian Assange and its role in exposing abuses in 

Australian psychiatric facilities.

Assemble Papers editor Sara Savage 

will lead a discussion that looks into 

how our encounters with creative 

practice and arts organisations can 

bear signifi cant impacts on spaces as 

small as a piece of furniture – or as big 

as the planet.

Presented in partnership with Assemble 

Papers and MPavilion

MONDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

In his 2014 book, Dark Emu, Bruce Pascoe struck a grievous 

blow to one of the most widely accepted assumptions of 

Australian pre-settlement history; that Indigenous people were 

hunter-gatherers at the time of colonisation. 

In conversation with Tony Birch, Bruce Pascoe will discuss the 

writing, research and reception of his groundbreaking book. What 

does challenging the past of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people mean for the present?

FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER

With his Age Book of the Year Award-winning debut, Things 

We Didn’t See Coming and highly-acclaimed What the Family 

Needed, Steven Amsterdam has established himself as a writer 

who startles and surprises. His new novel, The Easy Way Out, 

draws heavily from his palliative care background, tackling the big 

subjects: death, personal morality and assisted suicide.

Join this singular writer in conversation with his former publisher, 

Louise Swinn, for a discussion about double lives, family 

dynamics and matters of life and death. 

FRIDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

Why go postal when you can 

go coastal? From March to 

November, on the third Friday of 

each month, the Wheeler Centre 

brings the best of the world of 

books, writing and ideas to the 

Mornington Peninsula. Swap 

the hustle of the city for an 

unhurried look at the stories 

behind the stories – all while 

enjoying outstanding food and 

wine and fascinating company.

ARTS 
TRANSFORMING 

THE CITY

F U T U R E 
LO C A L

STEVEN 

AMSTERDAM

BRUCE 
PASCOE

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Fortnightly event series and 

podcast hosted by Sally Warhaft

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

MONDAY 12 SEPTEMEBER 

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

Jon Gray on 

Book Design
TA K E  C OV E R 

WRITING FOR TV, 

THEN AND NOW

The way we watch TV is changing and 

writers are responding accordingly. 

In this discussion, we’ll examine 

the relationships between viewers, 

writers and networks. Hosted by Elise 

McCredie, we’ll look contemporary 

small-screen culture square in the eye 

– and ask what’s changed, who’s doing 

its best work and what’s in it for writers.

Presented in partnership with Victorian College 

of the Arts

THE FIFTH ESTATE

STRAIGHT 

TALKING

In the Dark

SECRECY AND 

DEMOCRACY 

Something surprising has been 

happening in screenwriting courses 

around the world. Though they remain 

popular as ever, very few students are 

writing traditional screenplays. Instead, 

they’re writing for web, for interactives – 

and very often, for video games. In this 

talk, we’ll look at the ways writers can 

seize on the creative and collaborative 

potential of games. Can great games 

rival great works of literature?

Presented in partnership with Victorian College 

of the Arts

Since the introduction of Operation Sovereign Borders in 2013, we’ve seen increasing 

secrecy around the implementation of asylum seeker policy. As a nation, is our moral 

obligation to restore government transparency and accountability? Can secrecy be 

justifi ed in the name of national security? 

Join host Gael Jennings, human rights lawyer 

Madeline Gleeson, philosopher Raimond 

Gaita and media ethics expert Denis Muller for 

a discussion of the dark corners of democracy.

Presented in partnership with Asylum Insight

MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.30pm, FREE

Anthony Albanese has said that his mother 

raised him in three great faiths: the Catholic 

Church, the South Sydney Football Club 

and the Australian Labor Party. Join him for a 

conversation about family, foundations and the 

political future.

Some book covers just stick with you. 

Celebrated London-based designer, 

Jon Gray has designed book jackets for 

some of the biggest names in literature 

including Jonathan Safran Foer, Zadie 

Smith and Alissa Nutting. 

In conversation with W.H. Chong 

(designer of the unforgettable cover of 

The Rosie Project), the pair will discuss 

the art and artistry of great cover design.

Presented in partnership with Australian Book 

Designers Association

LET THE 

GAMES BEGIN 

Storytelling 

Extended

WATCH 
IT! 

C
artoon: eatenfi sh.com

CRIME FICTION

MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

SPECULATIVE 

FICTION

MONDAY 24 OCTOBER

at the Moat

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

This series is all about showcasing exciting new 

writers – those we believe are the ones to watch. 

These are the literary stars of tomorrow. Come 

and hear from them today.
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 Championing 
Writers and 
Writing

We celebrate the contribution Australian 
authors make to our cultural and 
intellectual life. We offer new channels 
for writers to engage with readers, aim 
to make it easier to live and work as 
a professional writer in this country, 
and promote the achievements of 
writers across all genres. Writers are 
the backbone of Australia’s literary 
reputation; their work permeates our 
society and without them, the Wheeler 
Centre wouldn’t exist.

 Supporting the 
Literary Sector

We aim to be Australia’s leading literary 
organisation and a hub for Melbourne’s 
vibrant writing sector. In this capacity, 
we support the health and vitality of the 
entire writing and publishing ecosystem. 
From individual writers and small literary 
organisations to publishers, booksellers 
and readers, we support our partners, 
colleagues, and stakeholders to create 
their best work.

 Elevating Public 
Conversation

We are dedicated to supporting and 
strengthening conversations throughout 
our community. We aim to raise the act 
of public conversation to an art-form 
and be a major catalyst for engaged 
cultural discourse in Australia. We are 
a key facilitator for the conversations 
that matter for engaged citizens: these 
conversations enrich lives, change 
mindsets, and build social cohesion and 
identity.

 Engaging 
Audiences

Conversations require multiple voices 
and perspectives. Writers develop 
new vocabularies, hone their argument 
and test character; audiences probe 
ideas, and ask questions that expose 
dark areas to light. Together this 
constantly evolving community advances 
knowledge and recommits to a culture of 
analysis, curiosity, and connection. We 
endeavour to engage audiences through 
a variety of channels that embody our 
commitment to dialogue.

 Exemplifying 
Inclusion and 
Accessibility

We are dedicated to the principle 
of universal accessibility. We strive 
to reach the broadest communities 
possible and are committed to 
embracing linguistic and cultural 
diversity on stage. We programme 
eclectic and inclusive subject matters 
and literary styles that appeal to as wide 
an audience as possible and deliver 
our programme in accessible locations 
across Melbourne and Victoria, with a 
growing focus on digital content for our 
national audiences. As a central tenant 
of accessibility, around eighty percent 
of the Centre’s year-long programme is 
free and over 70% is filmed for digital 
broadcast.

 Future-proofing 
our Approach

We are building a national and 
international reputation as a high-
performing and unique cultural 
institution. Our achievements to date 
have required significant resources and 
an accelerated mode of operating. In 
the next stage of our life, the Centre will 
continue to be ambitious and innovative 
while consolidating the means required 
to do so. We must maintain our current 
level of output, build capacity for new 
ventures, and ensure that we have 
created the best possible conditions for 
the company’s future.

SATURDAY 30 JULY

at Arts House

Time: 4.30pm – 5.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

TUESDAY 14 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 30 JUNE

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

WHEELER KIDS: 

CANDY BOWERS 

DOES HIP HOP

ELECTION 

SPECIAL: 

Stand-Up… 

and 
Be Counted

C R I M E  A N D 

P U N I S H M E N T
One hundred and fi fty years since Dostoevsky’s 

masterpiece, Crime and Punishment, we’ll be talking 

about our enduring obsessions with transgression, 

retribution and justice. 

Facilitator Madeleine Morris will be joined by 

former Pentridge Prison chaplain Peter Norden, 

female inmate advocate Debbie Kilroy, actor 

Uncle Jack Charles, former dominatrix Susan 

Shepherd and theatre maker J R Brennan on the 

set of his play The Chat, in this Insight-style forum 

discussion of deeds and deserts.

Do you feel anxiety and dread when you 

think of the looming election? Join us for 

a night of comedy designed to cure even 

the worst cases of electoral dysfunction.

Comedian and writer Toby Halligan will 

be joined by Denise Scott, Nazeem 

Hussain, Claire Hooper, Sammy J, 

Zoe Coombs Marr, Aamer Rahman, 

Mathew Kenneally and Gerard 

McCulloch. Watch Australia’s sharpest 

political comics as they pull apart the 

bizarre, the absurd, the dismaying and the 

disastrous antics of Canberra’s fi nest.

Presented in partnership with The Toff in Town

Presented in partnership with Arts House

Image credit: Bryony Jackson for The Chat 

Presented in partnership with Political Asylum

THURSDAY 9 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 5.30pm – 6.30pm

Suitable for ages 7–12.

Do you live with a budding Kendrick 

Lamar or maybe the next Missy Elliott 

or Nicki Minaj? Candy will share her 

rapping tips and tricks and get kids 

collaborating on a track. Book your up-

and-coming MC in for a fun and noisy 

afternoon at the Wheeler Centre.

TAKE IT 

FROM ME
Modern love is a minefi eld, and 

trust us … the last thing you want 

to do is turn to Yahoo Answers for 

advice. When you have a romantic 

problem, it’s best to ventilate it, get it 

out in the open, let that conundrum 

breathe! With this in mind, we 

present Take it From Me, a forum 

for strangers to dissect your love 

life and dish out ill-informed and 

context-free advice. Featuring Justin 

Clemens, Jess McGuire, Tim 

Rogers and Maureen Matthews.

EROTIC FAN 

FICTION
We’re slipping into something a 

little more comfortable with this 

next edition of Erotic Fan Fiction 

as we take it off ... site. To the Toff. 

We’re combining our favourite 

night of sexy stories with red velvet 

curtains, a more intimate setting 

and signature cocktails to keep 

everyone well lubricated. 

SHOW AND TELL 

FOR GROWN-UPS

The stuff we keep says something 

about ourselves, and Show and Tell 

for Grown-ups is a place to share 

those stories. Host Tony Wilson 

invites his visiting hoarders, 

including Damian Callinan and 

Cal Wilson, to each reveal a 

thought-provoking or memory-

stirring curiosity – then, the fl oor is 

open to you. 

BEDTIME 

STORIES
Find out how Lorelei Vashti 

(Dress, Memory: A Memoir of 

My Twenties in Dresses), Romy 

Ash (Floundering) and George 

Megalogenis (Australia’s Second 

Chance) would have written 

differently for tots … and carefully 

plot your dreams in advance with 

Graeme Simsion (The Rosie 

Project). And lullabies? Singer-

songwriter Laura Jean is here 

to help.

HOWL
In two very special performances 

Maxine Beneba Clarke will 

read Howl to modern music 

by jazz pianist and composer 

Darrin Archer. Ginsberg himself 

described Howl as a ‘tragic 

custard-pie of wild phrasing’. Join 

Beneba Clarke, Archer and band 

as they bring that wild phrasing 

to life, more than 60 years after 

Ginsberg’s fi rst reading.

THE WHEELER CENTRE 

AT THE TOFF
As the weather turns colder, we’re throwing sass at winter, stepping out and hitting the town.

While our own performance space undergoes a casual makeover, The Toff in Town will become the Wheeler 

Centre’s home away from home, as we slip down Swanston Street to take up residence with a mini-programme of 

events – held alongside drink specials and signature cocktails – in the heart of Curtin House.

Come and fi nd us at the bar; there’ll be favourites from our regular series, a couple of special events and 

atmosphere in spades.

MONDAY 25 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.15pm and 

8.30pm – 9.15pm

Tickets: $20

MONDAY 27 JUNE

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10

MONDAY 4 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10

MONDAY 11 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10

MONDAY 18 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10

CLAIRE DOHERTY: Art at Large

Public art visionary Claire Doherty is visiting Melbourne to work 

with artists on projects around the Queen Victoria Market as part of 

the City of Melbourne’s 2016 Public Art Melbourne Biennial Lab, 

curated by Natalie King. Join her for a conversation about extraordinary 

encounters in public spaces  – as she shares valuable insights on 

commissioning public artworks, working with artists and the major 

projects in her career to date.

Presented in partnership with City of Melbourne, the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade and RMIT: ART

JUNE, JULY & AUGUST

APRIL & MAY

 

SUAD AMIRY

Suad Amiry is one of the most sensitive, startling voices coming out of the 

occupied Palestinian territories. 

Her latest book, Golda Slept Here, paints a picture of the collective Palestinian 

experience through the telling of individual family histories. Interweaving poetry 

and prose, Amiry explores the meaning, and the loaded politics, of property and 

home in the Palestinian territories.

In this lecture, Amiry will discuss her work, 

her career and her hopes for the future in the 

West Bank.

INTERNATIONAL 

SHOWCASE

Join us this May for 11 events 

featuring some of the best of the 

Sydney Writers’ Festival.

SUSIE ORBACH

What’s changed since Susie Orbach wrote the classic Fat is a Feminist 

Issue in 1978? And what’s stayed the same? Orbach has continued to 

cast a critical eye over these, and other social issues in the years since she 

authored that iconic text. Join her in conversation with Kaz Cooke where 

they’ll talk psychotherapy, feminism and food.

VIVIAN GORNICK

Working as a journalist at New York subculture bible Village Voice in the 1970s, 

Vivian Gornick honed her skills as an essayist and made her name as a feminist 

polemicist.

In her latest book, The Odd Woman and the City, she traverses the streets of 

New York City, refl ecting – with her usual humour and unfl inching lucidity – on 

friendship, literature, family and the single life.

A living legend of narrative non-fi ction, Gornick 

visits Melbourne to discuss her intertwined life 

and work.

JEANETTE WINTERSON

Jeanette Winterson is a writer who embraces risk. Her semi-autobiographical 

debut novel, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, explored themes of religious 

fundamentalism and sexuality, and was praised as a work of startling originality. 

Her latest book The Gap of Time is a contemporary retelling of Shakespeare’s 

The Winter’s Tale. Join one of the world’s most 

inventive writers for an examination of the risks 

and rewards of storytelling.

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE RUFIN

Between his fi ction and his humanitarian work, Jean-Christophe Rufi n has been 

just about everywhere – from the Philippines to the Balkans, Afghanistan to 

Rwanda. It’s fi tting, then, that Rufi n is one of the founders of Doctors Without 

Borders – an organisation designed to provide medical aid in developing or 

war-torn countries, regardless of race or religion.

In conversation with Santilla Chingaipe, Rufi n will talk about striking a balance 

between creativity, travel, diplomacy and 

humanitarianism – and what drove him to 

embark upon an 800 kilometre journey to 

Santiago de Compostela by foot. 

MONDAY 9 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

MONDAY 16 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 18 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm 

MONDAY 16 MAY

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 8.00pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

TUESDAY 17 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Event Partner  

In conversation with

Kaz Cooke

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcast and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

The shortlist. 

FICTION

NON-FICTION

DRAMA

POETRY

YOUNG ADULT

Fever of Animals 

Miles Allinson

Scribe Publications

The Other Side 

of the World 

Stephanie 

Bishop

Hachette

Clade

James Bradley

Penguin

Forever Young

Steven Carroll

HarperCollins

The World 

Without Us

Mireille Juchau

Bloomsbury

The Natural Way 

of Things

Charlotte Wood

Allen & Unwin

Modern Love: 

The Lives of John 

and Sunday Reed 

Lesley Harding and 

Kendrah Morgan

MUP

Thea Astley: 

Inventing Her 

Own Weather

Karen Lamb

UQP

Australia’s 

Second Chance 

George 

Megalogenis

Penguin

Second Half First

Drusilla Modjeska

Knopf

Something 

for the Pain

Gerald Murnane

Text Publishing

Mannix

Brenda Niall

Text Publishing

Mortido 

Angela Betzien

Currency Press

Broken

Mary Anne Butler

Currency Press

SHIT 

Patricia Cornelius

Melbourne Theatre 

Company

The Guardians

Lucy Dougan

Giramondo 

Publishing

Crankhandle

Alan Loney

Cordite

The Subject of 

Feeling

Peter Rose

UWA Publishing

Sister Heart 

Sally Morgan

Fremantle Press

A Single Stone

Meg McKinlay

Walker Books 

Australia

Welcome to 

Orphancorp

Marlee Jane Ward

Xoum Publishing

Your defi nitive guide to 

Australia’s best writing.

CAST YOUR VOTE

for the People’s Choice Award at wheelercentre.com 

All category winners announced 28 January 2016.

E T G A R  K E R E T
A renowned journalist and 

author, Simon Winchester’s 

career has been defi ned by 

a reverence for the natural 

world and a love of adventure. 

He’ll discuss his latest book 

and extraordinary career.
Etgar Keret is a major voice in Israeli literature, 

beloved for his wisdom, heart and humour. He 

visits Melbourne following the release of a new 

memoir about family and fatherhood in Tel Aviv. 

Supported by the Embassy of Israel

WEDNESDAY 24 FEBRUARY

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square 

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

SIMON WINCHESTER

It was fun when you were seven, 

and it’s still fun now. Panellists 

will each bring something 

unusual to display and discuss – 

before opening the fl oor so the 

audience can show and tell their 

own curiosities and keepsakes.

Show and Tell 

for Grown-ups

Hosted by 

Tony Wilson

WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Fortnightly event series and 

podcast hosted by Sally Warhaft

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

MONDAY 12 SEPTEMEBER 

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

Jon Gray on 

Book Design
TA K E  C OV E R 

WRITING FOR TV, 

THEN AND NOW

The way we watch TV is changing and 

writers are responding accordingly. 

In this discussion, we’ll examine 

the relationships between viewers, 

writers and networks. Hosted by Elise 

McCredie, we’ll look contemporary 

small-screen culture square in the eye 

– and ask what’s changed, who’s doing 

its best work and what’s in it for writers.

Presented in partnership with Victorian College 

of the Arts

THE FIFTH ESTATE

STRAIGHT 

TALKING

In the Dark

SECRECY AND 

DEMOCRACY 

Something surprising has been 

happening in screenwriting courses 

around the world. Though they remain 

popular as ever, very few students are 

writing traditional screenplays. Instead, 

they’re writing for web, for interactives – 

and very often, for video games. In this 

talk, we’ll look at the ways writers can 

seize on the creative and collaborative 

potential of games. Can great games 

rival great works of literature?

Presented in partnership with Victorian College 

of the Arts

Since the introduction of Operation Sovereign Borders in 2013, we’ve seen increasing 

secrecy around the implementation of asylum seeker policy. As a nation, is our moral 

obligation to restore government transparency and accountability? Can secrecy be 

justifi ed in the name of national security? 

Join host Gael Jennings, human rights lawyer 

Madeline Gleeson, philosopher Raimond 

Gaita and media ethics expert Denis Muller for 

a discussion of the dark corners of democracy.

Presented in partnership with Asylum Insight

MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.30pm, FREE

Anthony Albanese has said that his mother 

raised him in three great faiths: the Catholic 

Church, the South Sydney Football Club 

and the Australian Labor Party. Join him for a 

conversation about family, foundations and the 

political future.

Some book covers just stick with you. 

Celebrated London-based designer, 

Jon Gray has designed book jackets for 

some of the biggest names in literature 

including Jonathan Safran Foer, Zadie 

Smith and Alissa Nutting. 

In conversation with W.H. Chong 

(designer of the unforgettable cover of 

The Rosie Project), the pair will discuss 

the art and artistry of great cover design.

Presented in partnership with Australian Book 

Designers Association

LET THE 

GAMES BEGIN 

Storytelling 

Extended

WATCH 
IT! 

C
artoon: eatenfi sh.com

CRIME FICTION

MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

SPECULATIVE 

FICTION

MONDAY 24 OCTOBER

at the Moat

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

This series is all about showcasing exciting new 

writers – those we believe are the ones to watch. 

These are the literary stars of tomorrow. Come 

and hear from them today.
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1,828 public conversations and 
events, giving 2,858 speakers a 
platform for their writing and ideas.  

310,734 audience members joined 
our conversations with 90% of the 
total number of audiences located in 
metropolitan and outer metropolitan 
Melbourne, 8% regional Victoria and 
2% from interstate.  

102 Hot Desk Fellowships have 
been awarded to date, supporting 
emerging writers and 22 Hot Desk 
Fellowships in 2016. 125 writers 
have been employed as judges for 
awards.  

1,828

6 literary organisatons are housed 
in the Wheeler Centre hub. More 
than 250 other arts and community 
organisations have utilised the 
building facilities for their own 
endeavours.  

THE STORY SO FAR

80% of our events are free each 
year, 70% of our events are available 
digitally for anyone to listen or watch 
online. 

70%

80% 
FREE

In addition to 1,200 videos of talks, 
performances and interviews, we 
now offer over 1,100 podcast 
episodes, alongside 2,400 original 
articles in total.  

EMERGING WRITERS’ 

FESTIVAL EDITION

MONDAY 20 JUNE

at the Moat

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

TUESDAY 26 JULY

at the B117 Basement Theatre,

Melbourne School of Design,

University of Melbourne

Time: 7.00pm – 8.00pm

THURSDAY 2 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm
SATURDAY 13 AUGUST

ACMI Cinema 2, Australian Centre for 

the Moving Image

Time: 4pm – 5.30pm

Tickets: $30

THE FIFTH ESTATE

REAL 
RECOGNITION

VIRTUAL REALITY 

AND STORYTELLING

BIJOY JAIN:

Architecture 

and Lore

STAR RISING:

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE 2016 

AUSTRALIAN/VOGEL WINNER

I N T R O D U C I N G  T E D D Y , 

T H E  T R A N S G E N D E R  B E A R

Katherine Brabon will 

chat with Hannah Kent 

about the experience of 

publishing a fi rst book 

and the merits and 

impacts of literary prizes.

Presented in partnership 

with Kill Your Darlings First 

Book Club

Why should Indigenous Australians be 

constitutionally recognised, what form should 

recognition take – and how will it affect Australian 

society? Sally Warhaft will be joined by Marcia 

Langton and Megan Davis for a conversation 

exploring the political and philosophical intricacies 

of recognition, and the real-world implications for 

the lives of Australia’s fi rst peoples.

Jess Walton wrote 

Introducing Teddy 

because her own 

dad, Tina, is a 

transgender woman. 

When Jess couldn’t 

fi nd an age-appropriate book to explain 

Tina’s experience to her own young 

son, she opted to write her own. Join 

Jess and Tina in conversation with 

Sally Goldner.

The word ‘lore’ refers to a body of 

knowledge, especially of a traditional 

nature, typically passed on by word of 

mouth. So, how does the concept of 

lore relate to architecture? 

At this Melbourne School of Design 

and MPavilion lecture, celebrated 

Indian architect Bijoy Jain will discuss 

how the concept of lore is central to 

his practice and philosophy.

Eric Darnell is at the forefront of  conversations 

about cinematic VR and the narrative possibilities of 

the medium. The director of DreamWorks animated 

features including the Madagascar series and Antz, 

Darnell last year co-founded Baobab Studios, 

described as one of the ‘Disneys of early VR’. 

In this discussion, he’ll broach some of the big 

questions with which pioneers in his fi eld are 

wrestling.

This series is all about showcasing 

exciting new writers – those we 

believe are the ones to watch. 

These are the literary stars of 

tomorrow. Come and hear from 

them today.

Presented in partnership with 

Melbourne International Film Festival

Presented in partnership with MPavilion, the University 

of Melbourne and the Australia India Institute

TUESDAY 7 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Why go postal when you can go coastal? From 

March to November, on the third Friday of each 

month, the Wheeler Centre brings the best of the 

world of books, writing and ideas to the Mornington 

Peninsula. Swap the hustle of the city for an 

unhurried look at the stories behind the stories – 

all while enjoying outstanding food and wine and 

fascinating company. 

TONI JORDAN

FRIDAY 17 JUNE

GEORGE 

MEGALOGENIS

FRIDAY 22 JULY

MIREILLE JUCHAU

FRIDAY 19 AUGUST

at Montalto Vineyard & Olive Grove

Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $60 inclusive of food, 

wine charged on consumption.

BOOKS AND IDEAS

AT MONTALTO

PRESENTED BY THE WHEELER CENTRE

Join us for a funny, 

moving and highly original 

performance featuring 

Ira Glass, creator and host 

of America’s most popular 

podcast, This American Life.

THURSDAY 14 & FRIDAY 15 JULY 

State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne

Time: 8pm – 9.40pm (no interval).

Book Now at artscentremelbourne.com.au

The Wheeler Centre and Arts Centre Melbourne present

THREE ACTS, 

TWO DANCERS, 

ONE RADIO HOST

Ira Glass, 

Monica Bill Barnes, 

Anna Bass

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

ANN GOLDSTEIN

As the English-language translator of all of Elena Ferrante’s work, including the 

four bestselling Neapolitan Novels, Ann Goldstein occupies a unique position – 

that of a translator who is more visible than the author of the work itself. 

Ann Goldstein joins us for a discussion of her relationship with language, her 

extensive career at the New Yorker and the surprising spread of ‘Ferrante Fever’.

HANYA YANAGIHARA

Over the course of two very different novels, The People in the Trees and 

A Little Life, Hanya Yanagihara has established herself as a formidable and 

versatile new literary voice.

Hear from a writer who is certain to surprise 

and challenge – and whose fi ctional worlds 

hold readers in thrall, long after the fi nal page.

JONATHAN FRANZEN

The scope and ambition of Jonathan Franzen’s books recall the great 19th-

century novels, but his subject matter is very much of the present day. He’ll 

discuss his latest book and the potential of the novel form.

In partnership with Brisbane Powerhouse, Perth Writers Festival and Sydney Writers’ Festival

KATE TEMPEST

Musician, rapper, playwright, performance poet, novelist – it’s hard to know 

which title comes fi rst when referring to English artist, Kate Tempest.

Following her incendiary appearance at MONA FOMA earlier this year, 

Kate Tempest – one of the most exciting new voices emerging from Britain 

today – comes to Melbourne for a discussion with Maxine Beneba Clarke.

WILLIAM BOYD

Novelist, memoirist, screenwriter, trickster – William Boyd has made a career 

out of blurring fi ction and reality. 

His latest novel, Sweet Caress, incorporates real and found anonymous 

photographs. The novel, with a female war photographer protagonist, blends 

reportage, history and fi ction to riveting effect.

Hear Boyd in conversation, talking fi ction, 

photography and the art of the hoax.

PAULA HAWKINS

It was the book every commuter seemed to have in their hands in 2015. The 

Girl on the Train explored society’s voyeuristic impulses, alcoholism and the 

disconcerting unreliability of memory.

Hear Paula Hawkins recount the twists and 

turns of her journey to ‘overnight success’, 

and dissect our insatiable interest in elegantly 

crafted and emotionally nuanced literary 

thrillers.

WEDNESDAY 18 MAY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

MONDAY 23 MAY

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 8.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

WEDNESDAY 25 MAY

at the Athenaeum Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

THURSDAY 26 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

MONDAY 23 MAY

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

TUESDAY 24 MAY

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

In conversation with

Jonathan Green

In conversation with

Maxine Beneba 

Clarke

In conversation with

Robert Dessaix

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcast and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

A prolifi c journalist in both 

Russia and the United 

States, Masha Gessen is 

best known for her writing 

on Pussy Riot, Vladimir 

Putin and the gay rights 

controversy during the 

Sochi Winter Olympics. In 

her new book, The Tsarnaev 

Brothers, Gessen tells 

the story of the Boston 

bombers. At the Northcote 

Town Hall, she’ll discuss 

activism, immigrant identity 

and an extraordinary career 

in journalism.

MASHA 
GESSEN

TUESDAY 23 FEBRUARY

at Northcote Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

In conversation with 

Maxine Beneba 

Clarke

MURIEL 
BARBERY
The Elegance of the Hedgehog 

by French author Muriel Barbery 

was translated into 40 languages 

and sold more than a million 

copies, yet its author remains 

a slightly reluctant literary star. 

Join her in this rare opportunity 

for a discussion of philosophy, 

creativity, literary translation and 

her new book, The Life of Elves.

Supported by the Embassy of France

LUNCH AT THE 

SOFITEL
THURSDAY 3 MARCH

at Sofi tel Melbourne on Collins, 

West Tower Suite

Time: 1.00pm – 3.00pm

Tickets: $100 includes two courses 

with wine

WEDNESDAY 2 MARCH

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

A journalist, novelist and historian, 

Mark Dapin has a special interest in 

what he describes as the ‘cancerous 

mythology’ of the Vietnam War. He’ll 

share some insights on narrative and 

military history.

THURSDAY 10 MARCH 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

M A R K  D A P I N
FACT AND FICTION 

IN THE VIETNAM WAR

In this ongoing fortnightly event series and 

podcast, our in-house news anchor Sally 

Warhaft interviews guests from the world 

of politics and culture, bringing smart and 

revealing analysis to current affairs. Topical 

guests are announced in the weeks prior to 

events. Keep an eye on wheelercentre.com 

for updates.

THE 

FIFTH 
ESTATE

FORTNIGHTLY 

EVENT SERIES

AND PODCAST

Hosted by 

Sally Warhaft

THE BODY 

ECONOMIC: 

DAVID 
STUCKLER
TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

How to 

host a murder

Why are we so fascinated by 

true-crime books? What attracts 

writers to this grim genre? Join 

A Murder Without Motive author 

Martin McKenzie-Murray for a 

discussion of crime-writing and 

murder most horrid.

THURSDAY 17 MARCH 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Hosted by 

Gideon Haigh
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212 public conversations and 
events, giving 658 speakers a 
platform for their writing and ideas.  

212

40% of events have taken place in 
partnership with other major cultural 
institutions, community groups, 
festivals and arts organisations.  

40%

Our wonderful community of 
Wheeler Weekly newsletter 
subscribers reached 45,672. 

2,249,312 sessions in 2016 
(155.06% increase on previous 
year) took place on our website.   

45.6K

28,540

42,028

7,940

3,200

2,249,312 
sessions

2016 SNAPSHOT

508,594 views and 6,393,595 
minutes have been spent on 
YouTube to date with 18% of those 
video views in Australia; 34% were 
from the US, and 12% from the UK.  

EMERGING WRITERS’ 

FESTIVAL EDITION

MONDAY 20 JUNE

at the Moat

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

TUESDAY 26 JULY

at the B117 Basement Theatre,

Melbourne School of Design,

University of Melbourne

Time: 7.00pm – 8.00pm

THURSDAY 2 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm
SATURDAY 13 AUGUST

ACMI Cinema 2, Australian Centre for 

the Moving Image

Time: 4pm – 5.30pm

Tickets: $30

THE FIFTH ESTATE

REAL 
RECOGNITION

VIRTUAL REALITY 

AND STORYTELLING

BIJOY JAIN:

Architecture 

and Lore

STAR RISING:

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE 2016 

AUSTRALIAN/VOGEL WINNER

I N T R O D U C I N G  T E D D Y , 

T H E  T R A N S G E N D E R  B E A R

Katherine Brabon will 

chat with Hannah Kent 

about the experience of 

publishing a fi rst book 

and the merits and 

impacts of literary prizes.

Presented in partnership 

with Kill Your Darlings First 

Book Club

Why should Indigenous Australians be 

constitutionally recognised, what form should 

recognition take – and how will it affect Australian 

society? Sally Warhaft will be joined by Marcia 

Langton and Megan Davis for a conversation 

exploring the political and philosophical intricacies 

of recognition, and the real-world implications for 

the lives of Australia’s fi rst peoples.

Jess Walton wrote 

Introducing Teddy 

because her own 

dad, Tina, is a 

transgender woman. 

When Jess couldn’t 

fi nd an age-appropriate book to explain 

Tina’s experience to her own young 

son, she opted to write her own. Join 

Jess and Tina in conversation with 

Sally Goldner.

The word ‘lore’ refers to a body of 

knowledge, especially of a traditional 

nature, typically passed on by word of 

mouth. So, how does the concept of 

lore relate to architecture? 

At this Melbourne School of Design 

and MPavilion lecture, celebrated 

Indian architect Bijoy Jain will discuss 

how the concept of lore is central to 

his practice and philosophy.

Eric Darnell is at the forefront of  conversations 

about cinematic VR and the narrative possibilities of 

the medium. The director of DreamWorks animated 

features including the Madagascar series and Antz, 

Darnell last year co-founded Baobab Studios, 

described as one of the ‘Disneys of early VR’. 

In this discussion, he’ll broach some of the big 

questions with which pioneers in his fi eld are 

wrestling.

This series is all about showcasing 

exciting new writers – those we 

believe are the ones to watch. 

These are the literary stars of 

tomorrow. Come and hear from 

them today.

Presented in partnership with 

Melbourne International Film Festival

Presented in partnership with MPavilion, the University 

of Melbourne and the Australia India Institute

TUESDAY 7 JUNE

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Why go postal when you can go coastal? From 

March to November, on the third Friday of each 

month, the Wheeler Centre brings the best of the 

world of books, writing and ideas to the Mornington 

Peninsula. Swap the hustle of the city for an 

unhurried look at the stories behind the stories – 

all while enjoying outstanding food and wine and 

fascinating company. 

TONI JORDAN

FRIDAY 17 JUNE

GEORGE 

MEGALOGENIS

FRIDAY 22 JULY

MIREILLE JUCHAU

FRIDAY 19 AUGUST

at Montalto Vineyard & Olive Grove

Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $60 inclusive of food, 

wine charged on consumption.

BOOKS AND IDEAS

AT MONTALTO

PRESENTED BY THE WHEELER CENTRE

Join us for a funny, 

moving and highly original 

performance featuring 

Ira Glass, creator and host 

of America’s most popular 

podcast, This American Life.

THURSDAY 14 & FRIDAY 15 JULY 

State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne

Time: 8pm – 9.40pm (no interval).

Book Now at artscentremelbourne.com.au

The Wheeler Centre and Arts Centre Melbourne present

THREE ACTS, 

TWO DANCERS, 

ONE RADIO HOST

Ira Glass, 

Monica Bill Barnes, 

Anna Bass

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

WEDNESDAY 5 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

MONDAY 17 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

MONDAY 3 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

Right now, there are more than one million 

temporary migrants living on our shores.

The goalposts for Australian citizenship 

status have often shifted over the course of 

our history. New laws passed by the Turnbull 

Government have given increased power 

to the executive in making decisions on 

individuals’ citizenship cases. Host Santilla 

Chingaipe, Kristina Kukolja and Peter 

Mares will discuss how the lack of – or loss 

of – citizenship affects the fabric of our nation.

BOMBER 
A Football Life with 

Mark Thompson

Mark Thompson has taken some 

time to refl ect on his 34 years in the 

game. His book, Bomber: The Whole 

Story, gives an insight into playing 

and coaching Australian Rules at 

the highest levels. In conversation 

with sports journalist Karen Lyon, 

Thompson will discuss the highs and 

lows of his career, the personal cost 

of senior coaching, the supplements 

scandal and the future of Australian 

Rules football.

Hosted by Traumascapes author Maria 

Tumarkin, journalist Joanne McCarthy 

and Manny Waks, author of a memoir of 

the abuse he suffered at the ultra-orthodox 

Yeshivah Centre Melbourne,Who Gave You 

Permission?, will discuss the processes and 

ramifi cations of this diffi cult but essential 

work: interviewing survivors and perpetrators, 

the challenges of trust and verifi cation and the 

frustrations of institutional cover-up.

A D A P T  TO 
S U R V I V E : 
P U B L I S H I N G 

I N  2 0 1 6

Question Time: 

Public vs 

Private Education

A Matter of Trust: 

Writing Sexual Abuse

NOT QUITE AUSTRALIAN

Citizenship 

and Belonging

Most people agree that education is important. 

Unfortunately, we disagree on the details: what 

constitutes a good education? And who should pay for 

it? Is an education about more than academic results 

and, if so, what do private schools offer that public 

schools don’t? 

We’ll unpack these questions, and more, in a full hour of 

audience Q&A. Hosted 

by Madeleine Morris 

with David Zyngier, 

Elida Brereton and 

Lucy Clark.

TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

What does it take to stay afl oat in 

the publishing business in a digital 

world? How are publishers and writers 

branching out – into events, publishing 

different kinds of material, taking on 

paid work in complementary fi elds – to 

make ends meet? Is there a better way? 

Join Sam Cooney (The Lifted Brow), 

Steph Harmon (Guardian Australia) 

and Jane Howard (Digital Writers’ 

Festival) in conversation with Meanjin 

editor Jonathan Green to fi nd out 

how they’re keeping their lights on.

ROBERT LEPAGE

Robert Lepage is one of contemporary 

theatre’s greats – a master of grand 

spectacle known for marrying vast 

and extravagant instincts with 

smaller, everyday concerns and quiet 

consideration. Typically sumptuous and 

cutting-edge his work frequently arises 

from his own experience.

In Melbourne to perform in 887 at 

Melbourne Festival 2016, Robert 

Lepage meets Richard Watts for 

an in-depth conversation about 

autobiography, his theatrical practice 

and his view on the wider world.

Presented in partnership with 

Melbourne Festival

NYARRI NYARRI 

MORGAN
Virtual Reality, History 

and Indigenous 

Experience

Nyarri Nyarri Morgan is a Martu 

man from the Western Desert. He 

lived his early life with no knowledge 

of or contact with western culture. 

Then, in the 1950s, he witnessed fi rst 

hand – and with no warning or context 

– an atomic test held by the British 

government in the South Australian 

desert. His story is now the subject 

of a virtual reality fi lm, Collisions, 

directed by Lynette Wallworth. 

Meet this extraordinary Australian and 

his family for a discussion of culture, 

contention, creativity and collaboration.

Presented in partnership with ACMI and 

Melbourne Festival

THE ART OF 

DISCOMFORT
Art is often an expression of society’s 

most uncomfortable questions; a 

place where audiences’ unresolved 

dilemmas fi nd some company. How 

– and why – is art equipped to take 

on topics that might otherwise be off-

limits?

Together in discussion with 

Emily Sexton, we’ll hear from 

artists Damien Ricketson 

(Ensemble Offspring), Jessica Thom 

(Touretteshero), D.A. Calf (The 

Guerrilla Museum) and Scott Price 

(Back to Back Theatre) whose creative 

work veers close to boundaries – 

whether death, censorship, trust or the 

base conditions of our existence.

Presented in partnership with 

Melbourne Festival
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FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 1.00pm – 2.00pm, FREE

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 

at ACMI Cinema 2

Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm, FREE

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 2.30pm – 3.30pm, FREE

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm, FREE

TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm, FREE

TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREEG O L D  R U S H
AUSTRALIA’S OBSESSION 

WITH WINNING

CREATIVE 

NON-FICTION

THE FIFTH ESTATE

BIG 
TOBACCO

Fortnightly event series and 

podcast hosted by Sally Warhaft

What are the next frontiers in the battle 

against Big Tobacco?

Sally Warhaft will be joined by former health 

minister Nicola Roxon and Kylie Lindorff, 

manager of tobacco control policy at Cancer 

Council Victoria, to take stock of the tobacco 

control movement in Australia – and discuss 

the fi ght against Big Tobacco around the globe.

How is the proliferation of pornography affecting 

Australians today? And how have attitudes towards 

pornography changed? Madeleine Morris will 

be joined by a panel of experts including, Maree 

Crabbe, Anastasia Powell, Fiona Patten 

and Anita Elias, for a full hour of Q&A about 

pornography and relationships, pleasure, violence, 

education, mental health and sexuality.

What do Shakespeare, Eminem, Dorothy Parker, Daily Mirror 

sub-editors and your dad have in common? The love of puns!

We’re opening up a can of words (oof!) and inviting some of our 

punniest friends to unleash their most gasp-inducing, groan-

generating and perhaps even mind-altering feats of paronomasia. 

(That’s a fancy word for ‘pun’; if you 

can’t take the heat, get out of the 

quiptchen.) Hosted by punmaster 

Richard Higgins.

What defi nes creative non-fi ction? How are attitudes 

towards creative non-fi ction changing among writers, 

publishers and the reading public in Australia today? 

Our panellists, including Clare Wright, Ramona Koval, 

Kate Holden and host Lee Kofman, will discuss their 

own research and writing practices, their rules to write 

by and their heroes in the genre.

Question Time

PORNOGRAPHY

Hosted by

Madeleine Morris

Hosted by

Sally Warhaft

PUNDEMONIUM, 

ONE HOUR OF 

SOLID PUNS
PUN

PUNS

What does it mean to win? Why are so many of us motivated by the 

prospect of glory? How does our obsession with winning in sport 

shape our culture and sense of nationhood? And does this obsession 

spill over into our attitudes towards art, education and our careers?

In this conversation, hosted by broadcaster Francis Leach, we’ll 

examine the concept of winning from some fresh angles. Leach will 

be joined by artist Abdul Abdullah, whose artwork has broached 

the intersection of sport and politics, and academic Zali Yager, 

whose research focuses on body image and doping among elite 

athletes. Also stepping up to the crease will be cricket writer 

Gideon Haigh, whose new book explores themes of legends and 

legacy in cricket.

The panel will discuss the toll the 

obsession with winning can take 

on individuals, as well as the links 

between triumph, legacy and the 

dream of immortality.
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
2016: Blockbuster events, our focus on 
podcasting and a performance space 
upgrade.
Another year of smart, passionate 
and entertaining talks began with our 
programme jam-packed with superstars. 
David Walsh, Miranda July, Carrie 
Brownstein and Kim Gordon were 
among the highlights. In addition to 
our live events, our increased focus on 
podcasting was brought to the fore and 
2016 saw the Wheeler Centre proudly 
publish Andrew Denton’s extraordinary 
podcast Better Off Dead. We hosted 
podcasters extraordinaire: Annabel 
Crabb and Leigh Sales, PJ Vogt, Starlee 
Kine, Hrishikesh Hirway, Harmontown, 
Jad Abumrad and Ira Glass in our new 
series, Invasion of the Pod People.

In the winter months, the Wheeler 
Centre underwent an upgrade to its 
performance space facilities. We took 
this opportunity to venture out into new 
venues throughout Melbourne, including 
a residency at The Toff in Town. There 
we hosted favorites from our regular 
series Erotic Fan Fiction and Bedtime 
Stories, plus special performances of 
Allen Ginsberg’s Howl set to modern 
jazz by Australian composer Darrin 
Archer and performed with a jazz band 
and slam poet, Maxine Beneba Clarke.

Our programme of events – released 
across five seasons throughout 
the year – continued to champion 
public conversation facilitated by an 
extraordinary line-up of people who are 
worth listening to, topics that deserve 
our time and our open curious minds. 

HIGHLIGHTS
2016 Gala: The 
Book that Changed 
Me
At the 2016 Gala Night of Storytelling, 
ten of Australia’s best thinkers, writers, 
entertainers and storytellers shared how 
and why certain books have shaped 
their thinking. From funny to provocative, 
to poignant and profound, each speaker 
shared those fate-changing moments of 
communion between writer and reader.

Speakers included Susan Carland on 
Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, Kon 
Karapanagiotidis on Martin Luther King 
Jr’s Strength to Love, Lee Lin Chin on 
William Faulkner’s The Sound and the 
Fury, Uncle Jack Charles on the Bible 
and Russel Howcroft on Isaac Asimov’s 
Nine Tomorrows, and Anna Funder 
shared her relationship with Christina 
Stead’s Australian classic, The Man 
Who Loved Children. Nakkiah Lui gave 
a moving account on the influence 
of Dutchman, by Amiri Baraka, Tony 
Windsor spoke on Leon Uris’ Mila 
18, Graeme Simsion spoke on Joe 
Queenan’s The Unkindest Cut, and 
singer-songwriter Sarah Blasko spoke 
about Kate Chopin’s The Awakening.

PRINCIPLES:

    

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBERFRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

at The Astor Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20, plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

RADIOLAB, RISK 

AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and 

Andrew Denton

STARPOWER: 

IN CONVERSATION 

WITH 
KIM GORDON 

HANNAH 

KENT: 
THE GOOD 

PEOPLE 

Presented in partnership with Opera Australia

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

In conversation with

Fee B-Squared

Artist, record producer and 

founding member of noise-rock 

pioneers Sonic Youth, Kim Gordon 

is a cornerstone of American 

experimental rock. As Sonic Youth 

rose to prominence out of the post-

punk, noise and visual art scenes 

in the 1980s, Gordon stood out as 

a role model for countless women 

(and men) with her unmistakable 

voice and mercurial musical style.

Sonic Youth’s last performance was 

in 2011. Four years later, Gordon 

wrote Girl in a Band – a memoir 

describing her formative years, 

marriage (to bandmate Thurston 

Moore) and career straddling the 

worlds of music and art.

There’s only one Kim Gordon, and 

she’s coming to Melbourne to talk 

rock, rebellion and resilience.

Since 2013, with the international success 

of her debut novel, Burial Rites, Hannah 

Kent’s name is often mentioned in the 

same breath as Hilary Mantel or Geraldine 

Brooks; masters of literary historical fi ction. 

This October will see the release of her 

second novel, The Good People, set in 

south-western Ireland in the 1800s.

Join us for an evening with one of Australia’s 

brightest literary stars. Hannah will discuss 

the revival of historical fi ction, Australia’s 

literary landscape and her fascination with 

troubled women in cold climes.

Jad Abumrad and his Radiolab co-host, NPR legend Robert 

Krulwich, have been credited with creating a new aesthetic 

for broadcast journalism. Admired for its gentle explorations 

of big questions, the show has been collecting listeners 

in their millions, and numerous awards, since long before 

podcasting arrived at the mainstream’s door.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, Abumrad will chat with veteran 

broadcaster Andrew Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort and creative 

risk-taking have played a formative role in his success.

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBERFRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

at The Astor Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20, plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

RADIOLAB, RISK 

AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and 

Andrew Denton

STARPOWER: 

IN CONVERSATION 

WITH 
KIM GORDON 

HANNAH 

KENT: 
THE GOOD 

PEOPLE 

Presented in partnership with Opera Australia

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

In conversation with

Fee B-Squared

Artist, record producer and 

founding member of noise-rock 

pioneers Sonic Youth, Kim Gordon 

is a cornerstone of American 

experimental rock. As Sonic Youth 

rose to prominence out of the post-

punk, noise and visual art scenes 

in the 1980s, Gordon stood out as 

a role model for countless women 

(and men) with her unmistakable 

voice and mercurial musical style.

Sonic Youth’s last performance was 

in 2011. Four years later, Gordon 

wrote Girl in a Band – a memoir 

describing her formative years, 

marriage (to bandmate Thurston 

Moore) and career straddling the 

worlds of music and art.

There’s only one Kim Gordon, and 

she’s coming to Melbourne to talk 

rock, rebellion and resilience.

Since 2013, with the international success 

of her debut novel, Burial Rites, Hannah 

Kent’s name is often mentioned in the 

same breath as Hilary Mantel or Geraldine 

Brooks; masters of literary historical fi ction. 

This October will see the release of her 

second novel, The Good People, set in 

south-western Ireland in the 1800s.

Join us for an evening with one of Australia’s 

brightest literary stars. Hannah will discuss 

the revival of historical fi ction, Australia’s 

literary landscape and her fascination with 

troubled women in cold climes.

Jad Abumrad and his Radiolab co-host, NPR legend Robert 

Krulwich, have been credited with creating a new aesthetic 

for broadcast journalism. Admired for its gentle explorations 

of big questions, the show has been collecting listeners 

in their millions, and numerous awards, since long before 

podcasting arrived at the mainstream’s door.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, Abumrad will chat with veteran 

broadcaster Andrew Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort and creative 

risk-taking have played a formative role in his success.

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

TUESDAY 17 MAY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

SATURDAY 9 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.45pm

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 5 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

CHAT 10 LOOKS 3

STARLEE KINE AND PJ VOGT

Starlee Kine (Mystery Show) and PJ Vogt (Reply All) each shot to podcasting fame 

last year. But behind their recent successes, Vogt and Kine have each been deeply 

involved with the craft of storytelling – and some of its most celebrated institutions. 

Joined by Ben Birchall (Ingredipedia) and Jon Tjhia (Paper Radio), they’ll talk about 

the new wave of American audio storytelling as they see it – from the dark corners of 

the internet to the shadowy truths of the world.

Every week, Annabel Crabb and Leigh Sales talk about books, television, radio, 

movies, food, politics and whatever else they feel like (read: show tunes) to create the 

essential easy listening that is Chat 10 Looks 3. 

The podcasting duo come to the Wheeler Centre to name-drop, eat on mic and, 

well, giggle … as they discuss in detail what they are literarily and literally consuming 

during a live recording of their podcast.

For many centuries, Indigenous knowledge 

has adapted to social and environmental 

upheaval while remaining interwoven with 

spiritual and cultural practices. Find out how 

this knowledge is reshaped and applied by 

Indigenous designers, curators, innovators 

and academics today.

With Jefa Greenaway, Lilly Brown, 

Kimberley Moulton, hosted by Benson Saulo.

WHISTLE   
B LO W E R S

How much government 

secrecy is necessary for the 

protection of the public? And 

what are the limitations of our 

whistleblower protection laws 

as they stand today?

Join our panellists including, 

Jacob Varghese, Rod St 

George, Suelette Dreyfus 

and Anita Barraud as 

they unpack issues of 

transparency, disclosure and 

the consequences that unfold 

when we don’t know what we 

don’t know.

60,000+ YEARS OF  INNOVATION

Presented in 

partnership with 

Presented in partnership with Kalinya Communications 

and the City of Melbourne as part of 

Melbourne Knowledge Week

Immediately after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein 

in 2003, British civilian Emma Sky was enlisted 

as the representative of the Coalition Provisional 

Authority in Kirkuk, one of Iraq’s most volatile 

areas. She went on to serve in the region longer 

than any other senior military or diplomatic fi gure. 

Sky visits Melbourne and Ballarat to talk with 

Sally Warhaft about the Middle East post-

Hussein and the lessons to be learned about the 

limitations of power.

THE FIFTH 

ESTATE INSIDE IRAQ

MONDAY 9 MAY

at the Museum of Australian 

Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat

Time: 6.00pm – 7.00pm

TUESDAY 10 MAY

at Melbourne City Conference 

Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Can sporting boycotts embarrass governments into 

addressing human rights abuses? What are the costs 

of major sporting events like the Olympic Games and 

the World Cup in terms of human displacement? How 

well do events such as the Paralympics enhance the 

human rights of people with disabilities?

Host Francis Leach and panellists Hugh de Kretser, 

Beverly Knight, Brendon Gale and Belinda Clark 

examine sport through the lens of human rights.

Over the past couple of years, podcasts 

have matured into the storytelling 

format du jour – with a little help from a 

certain sensationally popular true crime 

serial (ahem). 

Beloved for their sense of proximity, 

their active listenership, portability 

and in some cases, ambitiously crafted 

audio, podcasts have a unique ability to 

keep listeners in the company of their 

own choosing – and to render mundane 

tasks bearable. 

So: in celebration of all things audible, 

we’re bringing you some of podcasting’s 

best and brightest to share their 

thoughts and insights on the art (and 

business) of listening.

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Andrew Denton investigates the 

stories and moral arguments about 

why good people are dying bad 

deaths in Australia – because there is 

no law to help them.

BETTER 
OFF
DEAD

Image credit: the Saturday Paper

Sport and 

Human Rights

FEBRUARY & MARCH

MONDAY 7 MARCH

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 8.30pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

LOST 
CHILD! 

Miranda July

Miranda July is a true polymath whose body of work 

spans several disciplines. At the Melbourne Town 

Hall, the LA-based artist will discuss the making of 

books, shoes, friends, movies, performances and 

personal protection devices – from her earliest work 

to her greatest career successes. With interactive 

performance, video clips and short readings, explore 

the inner world of a startling and original artist. 

Presented in partnership with 

SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession (the $35 adult ticket 

includes a $15 donation and the $20 concession ticket 

includes an $8 donation to the Wheeler Centre Public 

Fund – supporting our ability to keep over 80% of our 

events free to attend).

Gala
N I G H T  O F  S TO R Y T E L L I N G

The Book that 

Changed Me

2 0 1 6

Graeme Simsion

Lee Lin Chin

Susan Carland

Tony Windsor

Justine Clarke

Kon 

Karapanagiotidis

Nakkiah Lui

Jack Charles

Anna Funder

Russel Howcroft

Most of us can name a book that’s 

left an indelible impression. Perhaps 

Jane Eyre taught you the difference 

between conventionality and morality. 

Perhaps The Second Sex convinced 

you that ‘one is not born, but rather 

becomes, a woman’. Or maybe Crime 

and Punishment made you cancel plans 

to murder your local pawnbroker. Books 

can alter the way we see the world – 

shaking us up and changing our minds. 

At this year’s Gala Night of Storytelling, 

ten of Australia’s best thinkers, 

entertainers and storytellers will share 

how and why certain books have 

shaped their thinking. Prepare for ten 

very different takes – from funny to 

provocative to poignant to profound – 

on those fate-changing moments of 

communion between writer and reader.

FEBRUARY & MARCH

The natural world has few more fervent (and well-known) advocates than 

David Suzuki. The respected environmentalist and science broadcaster 

believes it is essential that we fundamentally adjust our view of nature – 

namely, with a shift from hubris to humility.

In cautioning against inertia, he’s not alone. Tim Flannery’s infl uential book, 

The Weather Makers, was nothing short of a passionate call to arms. Five 

years later, Naomi Oreskes’ Merchants of Doubt deftly investigated why action 

on climate change has been so slow. 

Political inaction, crushing statistics and depressing forecasts are not the 

only story, though. Join Suzuki, Flannery and Oreskes to hear their personal 

perspectives on potential solutions – followed by a panel discussion about 

people, planet and optimism.

MONDAY 7 MARCH

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 5.15pm – 7.45pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

For Thought™ series presented 

by the University of Melbourne 

and the Wheeler Centre 

under licence from Sydney 

Opera House.

Tim
Flannery

Naomi

Oreskes

David

Suzuki

F O R  T H O U G H T :

H O P E  F O R  T H E  P L A N E T 

D AV I D  S U Z U K I  + 

N A O M I  O R E S K E S  +  

T I M  F L A N N E R Y 

WILD THINGS

The lives and loves of 

John and Sunday Reed

FRIDAY 18 MARCH

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Yes, our silliest, smuttiest 

event is back, so slip 

your imagination into 

something a little more 

comfortable. Four of our 

funniest and fi lthiest 

writers and comedians 

will share their rudest 

and lewdest works of 

fan fi ction. 

Join the authors of Modern Love, 

Lesley Harding and Kendrah Morgan, 

as they share their insights on John 

and Sunday Reed, two towering fi gures 

of the Heide Circle and the Australian 

mid-century avant-garde.

E R OT I C 
FA N 
F I C T I O N

MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

P E N N Y 

A R C A D E

The Wheeler Centre 

HOT DESK 

FELLOWSHIPS 

2016

WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Bad Reputation

Meet Penny Arcade: performance artist, 

author, documentary-maker and former 

‘superstar’ of Andy Warhol’s Factory. 

She’ll talk about her decades-long 

opposition to gentrifi cation and how 

Melbourne has shaped her thinking.

Presented in partnership with Theatre Works

The Wheeler Centre’s Hot Desk Fellowships are back for 2016 – 

once again made possible by the generous support of the 

Readings Foundation. 

The fellowships, which offer a $1000 stipend and workspace in 

the Wheeler Centre over a ten-week period, have been created 

simply to give writers the space to write. Hot Desk fellows will also 

have the opportunity to meet, network and work with the Wheeler 

Centre’s resident organisations.

Applications for 2016 Hot Desk Fellowships will open on 

Friday 19 February. For more information visit wheelercentre.com
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Blak & Bright: 
The Victorian 
Indigenous Literary 
Festival
Over four days, from 18–21 February 
2016, the Wheeler Centre presented 
the inaugural Victorian Indigenous 
Literary Festival in partnership with 
FNAWN, Australian Poetry, Emerging 
Writers’ Festival, Express Media, 
Melbourne Writers Festival, Small Press 
Network and Writer’s Victoria. Jane 
Harrison was engaged by the Wheeler 
Centre as Festival Officer. The festival 
featured more than 60 Indigenous 
writers and artists trading yarns, songs, 
ideas and advice in masterclasses, panel 
discussions, readings and launches. 

Highly acclaimed author Anita Heiss 
‘unpacked the Blak’ in the funny 
and challenging, rapid-fire event 20 
Reasons You Should Read Blak. 
Here she presented 20 reasons why 
and how you should read Indigenous 
literature reading excerpts from 20 Blak 
books with two of our finest Indigenous 
actors, Pauline Whyman and Greg Fryer.

The Blak Gala: Stories Behind the 
Songs, presented in partnership with 
Songlines, showcased heartfelt musical 
performances alongside powerful and 
honest narratives connecting country, 
community and family. This event was 
hosted by Tammy Anderson and featured 
James Henry and Monica Weightman, 
with special guest Kutcha Edwards.

PRINCIPLES:

    

The Di Gribble 
Argument: Shen 
Narayanasamy 
on the Great 
Immigration Con
The Di Gribble Argument is an annual 
occasion to remember the late publisher, 
editor and businesswoman Diana 
Gribble and to celebrate her legacy. 
Over dinner in the Regent Theatre’s 
Plaza Ballroom on Tuesday 4 October 
– and later that week in a free event 
at the Wheeler Centre – audiences 
heard a provocative proposition – and 
considered responses from guests.

This year we took on one of the most 
intractable conversations in Australian 
life: stopping the boats. Human rights 
campaigner Shen Narayanasamy 
posited an argument that looked at 
the immigration system in its entirety, 
one that replaced catchphrases with a 
broader, deeper perspective; one that 
actually proposed solutions.

Joining Shen were CFMEU National 
Secretary Dave Noonan, economist, 
lawyer and public servant Allan 
Fels, journalist and author George 
Megalogenis and politician Anna Burke. 
The panel brought together business, 
government and social threads to 
detonate the dead-end nature of this 
debate.

PRINCIPLES:

 

Star Speakers: 
Carrie Brownstein, 
Miranda July, Kim 
Gordon and Ira 
Glass
2016 saw the Wheeler Centre continue 
to deliver great programming, featuring 
influential and one-of-a-kind talent.

Carrie Brownstein of Sleater-Kinney 
fame dropped by for a chat with Myf 
Warhurst at Melbourne Town Hall. The 
pair discussed Carrie’s memoir, Hunger 
Makes Me a Modern Girl, pop music, 
fandom, the process of writing – and 
the act of performance, on the page and 
stage.

Filmmaker, artist and writer Miranda 
July also appeared at Melbourne Town 
Hall in a special event presented in 
partnership with ACMI. With moments of 
interactive performance, video clips and 
short readings, this was an opportunity 
to explore the unique inner world of a 
startlingly original artist.

Artist, record producer and founding 
member of noise-rock pioneers Sonic 
Youth, Kim Gordon is a cornerstone 
of American experimental rock. In 
conversation with Fee B-Squared at the 
Astor Theatre, Gordon spoke about her 
memoir, Girl in a Band, rock, rebellion 
and resilience. 

APRIL & MAY

For a man often 

regarded as the 

bard of modern 

Australia, Paul 

Kelly’s most 

treasured 

possession 

isn’t all that 

surprising: a three-volume collection of 

Shakespeare’s works that weighs as much 

as a small child. His latest album – Seven 

Sonnets & A Song – is a tribute to the 

legendary playwright.  

On the morning of Saturday 23 April – as 

the clock strikes midnight in Stratford-

Upon-Avon, marking the 400th anniversary 

of Shakespeare’s death – join Kelly for a 

special performance of the album, and a 

discussion of one bard’s affi nity for another.

If you remember the 1980s in Australia, you 

remember Ken Done.

But Done’s story is not all glittering harbour 

scenes and vibrant, tropical fi sh-printed 

boardshorts. His new memoir, A Life Coloured In, 

tells the story of his early career in advertising 

and ascent to global fame – but also of stressful 

legal cases and a shock cancer diagnosis. 

Through it all, Done has continued to paint, 

attaining overdue critical acclaim for many of his 

recent works.

In April, Done is coming to the Wheeler Centre 

to talk art, design and the creative impulse with 

host Penny Modra.

Following the announcement of the 

winner of the 2016 Stella Prize on 

19 April, Stella executive director 

Aviva Tuffi eld and judge Alice Pung 

will be joined by this year’s winner for 

a vibrant celebration of the best of 

Australian women’s writing.

THURSDAY 14 & FRIDAY 15 JULY

at State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne

Time: 8.00pm – 9.40pm (no interval).

Tickets:

Arts Centre Melbourne: $86.95 premium and $71.60 

A-reserve. A transaction fee of $7.95 per order applies.

Ticketmaster: $90 premium and $75 A-reserve.

A transaction fee of $8.25 applies.

Groups tickets 4+ available.

The above fees are inclusive of credit card charges.

SATURDAY 23 APRIL

at the Athenaeum Theatre 

Time: 9.00am – 10.00am

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

THURSDAY 14 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 21 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Ira Glass is famous for his distinctive radio 

voice and as a master storyteller – but can he 

do meaningful and expressive jazz hands? 

Find out when he comes to Melbourne with 

a contemporary dance production.

The show explores what happens when you combine 

live radio and contemporary dance. In collaboration 

with two extraordinary dancers, Anna Bass and Monica 

Bill Barnes (who has been called the ‘Tina Fey of 

dance’), the performance includes radio interviews 

restaged as dance pieces, alongside stories from the 

lives of the three performers.

Join us for a funny, moving and highly original 

performance featuring an icon of contemporary 

American storytelling.

The Wheeler Centre and Arts Centre Melbourne present

THREE ACTS, 

TWO DANCERS, 

ONE RADIO HOST

Ira Glass, 

Monica Bill Barnes, 

Anna Bass

PA U L  K E L LY  D O E S  S H A K E S P E A R E

During his extraordinary career, David Hare has 

written more than 30 plays and received two 

Academy Award nominations for screenplay 

adaptations of The Hours and The Reader. 

Last year, he published The Blue Touch Paper, 

a memoir that tells of the early days of Hare’s 

career in rapidly changing post-war Britain.

Ahead of the Melbourne Theatre Company 

revival of his acclaimed 1995 play Skylight, 

Hare will chat with Julian Burnside to talk 

politics, public institutions, art and the 

writing life.

Presented in partnership with Melbourne Theatre Company

SUNDAY 1 MAY

at Southbank Theatre, the Sumner

Time: 2.00pm – 3.00pm

Tickets: $20

David Hare 

in conversation with 

Julian Burnside

K E N  D O N E

INTO 
STELLA: 
A CONSTELLATION 

OF WRITING BY 

AUSTRALIAN 

WOMEN 

In conversation with

Penny Modra

FEBRUARY & MARCH

MONDAY 7 MARCH

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 8.30pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

LOST 
CHILD! 

Miranda July

Miranda July is a true polymath whose body of work 

spans several disciplines. At the Melbourne Town 

Hall, the LA-based artist will discuss the making of 

books, shoes, friends, movies, performances and 

personal protection devices – from her earliest work 

to her greatest career successes. With interactive 

performance, video clips and short readings, explore 

the inner world of a startling and original artist. 

Presented in partnership with 

SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession (the $35 adult ticket 

includes a $15 donation and the $20 concession ticket 

includes an $8 donation to the Wheeler Centre Public 

Fund – supporting our ability to keep over 80% of our 

events free to attend).

Gala
N I G H T  O F  S TO R Y T E L L I N G

The Book that 

Changed Me

2 0 1 6

Graeme Simsion

Lee Lin Chin

Susan Carland

Tony Windsor

Justine Clarke

Kon 

Karapanagiotidis

Nakkiah Lui

Jack Charles

Anna Funder

Russel Howcroft

Most of us can name a book that’s 

left an indelible impression. Perhaps 

Jane Eyre taught you the difference 

between conventionality and morality. 

Perhaps The Second Sex convinced 

you that ‘one is not born, but rather 

becomes, a woman’. Or maybe Crime 

and Punishment made you cancel plans 

to murder your local pawnbroker. Books 

can alter the way we see the world – 

shaking us up and changing our minds. 

At this year’s Gala Night of Storytelling, 

ten of Australia’s best thinkers, 

entertainers and storytellers will share 

how and why certain books have 

shaped their thinking. Prepare for ten 

very different takes – from funny to 

provocative to poignant to profound – 

on those fate-changing moments of 

communion between writer and reader.

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBERFRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

at The Astor Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20, plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

RADIOLAB, RISK 

AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and 

Andrew Denton

STARPOWER: 

IN CONVERSATION 

WITH 
KIM GORDON 

HANNAH 

KENT: 
THE GOOD 

PEOPLE 

Presented in partnership with Opera Australia

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

In conversation with

Fee B-Squared

Artist, record producer and 

founding member of noise-rock 

pioneers Sonic Youth, Kim Gordon 

is a cornerstone of American 

experimental rock. As Sonic Youth 

rose to prominence out of the post-

punk, noise and visual art scenes 

in the 1980s, Gordon stood out as 

a role model for countless women 

(and men) with her unmistakable 

voice and mercurial musical style.

Sonic Youth’s last performance was 

in 2011. Four years later, Gordon 

wrote Girl in a Band – a memoir 

describing her formative years, 

marriage (to bandmate Thurston 

Moore) and career straddling the 

worlds of music and art.

There’s only one Kim Gordon, and 

she’s coming to Melbourne to talk 

rock, rebellion and resilience.

Since 2013, with the international success 

of her debut novel, Burial Rites, Hannah 

Kent’s name is often mentioned in the 

same breath as Hilary Mantel or Geraldine 

Brooks; masters of literary historical fi ction. 

This October will see the release of her 

second novel, The Good People, set in 

south-western Ireland in the 1800s.

Join us for an evening with one of Australia’s 

brightest literary stars. Hannah will discuss 

the revival of historical fi ction, Australia’s 

literary landscape and her fascination with 

troubled women in cold climes.

Jad Abumrad and his Radiolab co-host, NPR legend Robert 

Krulwich, have been credited with creating a new aesthetic 

for broadcast journalism. Admired for its gentle explorations 

of big questions, the show has been collecting listeners 

in their millions, and numerous awards, since long before 

podcasting arrived at the mainstream’s door.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, Abumrad will chat with veteran 

broadcaster Andrew Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort and creative 

risk-taking have played a formative role in his success.

FEBRUARY & MARCH

MONDAY 7 MARCH

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 8.30pm – 10.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession

LOST 
CHILD! 

Miranda July

Miranda July is a true polymath whose body of work 

spans several disciplines. At the Melbourne Town 

Hall, the LA-based artist will discuss the making of 

books, shoes, friends, movies, performances and 

personal protection devices – from her earliest work 

to her greatest career successes. With interactive 

performance, video clips and short readings, explore 

the inner world of a startling and original artist. 

Presented in partnership with 

SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession (the $35 adult ticket 

includes a $15 donation and the $20 concession ticket 

includes an $8 donation to the Wheeler Centre Public 

Fund – supporting our ability to keep over 80% of our 

events free to attend).

Gala
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Karapanagiotidis
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Most of us can name a book that’s 

left an indelible impression. Perhaps 

Jane Eyre taught you the difference 

between conventionality and morality. 

Perhaps The Second Sex convinced 

you that ‘one is not born, but rather 

becomes, a woman’. Or maybe Crime 

and Punishment made you cancel plans 

to murder your local pawnbroker. Books 

can alter the way we see the world – 

shaking us up and changing our minds. 

At this year’s Gala Night of Storytelling, 

ten of Australia’s best thinkers, 

entertainers and storytellers will share 

how and why certain books have 

shaped their thinking. Prepare for ten 

very different takes – from funny to 

provocative to poignant to profound – 

on those fate-changing moments of 

communion between writer and reader.
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Host and creator of the public radio 
programme This American Life, Ira 
Glass came to Melbourne with a 
contemporary dance production – 
Three Acts, Two Dancers, One Radio 
Host. Presented in partnership with 
Arts Centre Melbourne, this funny, 
moving and highly original performance 
combined live radio interviews restaged 
as dance pieces, with Ira collaborating 
with two extraordinary dancers, Anna 
Bass and Monica Bill Barnes. Audiences 
at two sell-out shows at Arts Centre 
Melbourne’s State Theatre were 
treated on a unique and unforgettable 
performance featuring an icon of 
contemporary American storytelling.

PRINCIPLES:

  

Invasion of the Pod 
People
The Wheeler Centre’s new series, 
Invasion of the Pod People, brought the 
best and brightest talents in podcasting 
to share their thoughts and insights 
on the art (and business) of listening. 
Across the year we hosted a number of 
Australian and international podcasters.

Annabel Crabb and Leigh Sales 
recorded a live episode of Chat 10 
Looks 3, their podcast about books, 
television, radio, movies, food and 
politics. 

PJ Vogt of Reply All fame shared his 
thoughts on the new wave of American 
audio storytelling – from the dark 
corners of the internet to the shadowy 
truths of the world.

Mystery Show fans were in for a treat 
as Starlee Kine offered her take on the 
art of a good (or revealing, or shocking) 
yarn – whether written, recorded or 
simply told.

 

We were joined by Song Exploder 
podcast producer Hrishikesh Hirway 
for a conversation about music, story 
and the art of the edit.

Co-hosts of the Emperors of Rome 
podcast, Rhiannon Evans and Matt 
Smith, recorded a live episode centred 
around Cleopatra VII. Musical comedy 
trio Tripod celebrated their 20th year 
with an evening of music, reminiscence 
and weird birthday banter at a special 
recording of their Perfectly Good 
Podcast.

Fans of Emmy Award-winning TV writer 
Dan Harmon booked out the Comedy 
Theatre for an unscripted, unpredictable 
and unhinged event with Dan and the 
Harmontown crew, Spencer Crittenden 
and Jeff B. Davis.

And wrapping up an extraordinary 
line-up of guests for the year, veteran 
broadcaster Andrew Denton (Enough 
Rope and Better Off Dead podcast) 
interviewed Radiolab’s Jad Abumrad. 
In Melbourne for the first time Jad 
chatted about his trajectory in radio and 
podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort 
and creative risk-taking have played a 
formative role in his success.

PRINCIPLES:

    

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBERFRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

at The Astor Theatre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20, plus 30c booking fee.

WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm, FREE

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

at Melbourne Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $35 and $20 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

RADIOLAB, RISK 

AND GENIUS 

Jad Abumrad and 

Andrew Denton

STARPOWER: 

IN CONVERSATION 

WITH 
KIM GORDON 

HANNAH 

KENT: 
THE GOOD 

PEOPLE 

Presented in partnership with Opera Australia

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

In conversation with

Fee B-Squared

Artist, record producer and 

founding member of noise-rock 

pioneers Sonic Youth, Kim Gordon 

is a cornerstone of American 

experimental rock. As Sonic Youth 

rose to prominence out of the post-

punk, noise and visual art scenes 

in the 1980s, Gordon stood out as 

a role model for countless women 

(and men) with her unmistakable 

voice and mercurial musical style.

Sonic Youth’s last performance was 

in 2011. Four years later, Gordon 

wrote Girl in a Band – a memoir 

describing her formative years, 

marriage (to bandmate Thurston 

Moore) and career straddling the 

worlds of music and art.

There’s only one Kim Gordon, and 

she’s coming to Melbourne to talk 

rock, rebellion and resilience.

Since 2013, with the international success 

of her debut novel, Burial Rites, Hannah 

Kent’s name is often mentioned in the 

same breath as Hilary Mantel or Geraldine 

Brooks; masters of literary historical fi ction. 

This October will see the release of her 

second novel, The Good People, set in 

south-western Ireland in the 1800s.

Join us for an evening with one of Australia’s 

brightest literary stars. Hannah will discuss 

the revival of historical fi ction, Australia’s 

literary landscape and her fascination with 

troubled women in cold climes.

Jad Abumrad and his Radiolab co-host, NPR legend Robert 

Krulwich, have been credited with creating a new aesthetic 

for broadcast journalism. Admired for its gentle explorations 

of big questions, the show has been collecting listeners 

in their millions, and numerous awards, since long before 

podcasting arrived at the mainstream’s door.

In Melbourne for the fi rst time, Abumrad will chat with veteran 

broadcaster Andrew Denton about his trajectory in radio 

and podcasting – and why doubt, discomfort and creative 

risk-taking have played a formative role in his success.

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

TUESDAY 17 MAY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

SATURDAY 9 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.45pm

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 5 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

CHAT 10 LOOKS 3

STARLEE KINE AND PJ VOGT

Starlee Kine (Mystery Show) and PJ Vogt (Reply All) each shot to podcasting fame 

last year. But behind their recent successes, Vogt and Kine have each been deeply 

involved with the craft of storytelling – and some of its most celebrated institutions. 

Joined by Ben Birchall (Ingredipedia) and Jon Tjhia (Paper Radio), they’ll talk about 

the new wave of American audio storytelling as they see it – from the dark corners of 

the internet to the shadowy truths of the world.

Every week, Annabel Crabb and Leigh Sales talk about books, television, radio, 

movies, food, politics and whatever else they feel like (read: show tunes) to create the 

essential easy listening that is Chat 10 Looks 3. 

The podcasting duo come to the Wheeler Centre to name-drop, eat on mic and, 

well, giggle … as they discuss in detail what they are literarily and literally consuming 

during a live recording of their podcast.

For many centuries, Indigenous knowledge 

has adapted to social and environmental 

upheaval while remaining interwoven with 

spiritual and cultural practices. Find out how 

this knowledge is reshaped and applied by 

Indigenous designers, curators, innovators 

and academics today.

With Jefa Greenaway, Lilly Brown, 

Kimberley Moulton, hosted by Benson Saulo.

WHISTLE   
B LO W E R S

How much government 

secrecy is necessary for the 

protection of the public? And 

what are the limitations of our 

whistleblower protection laws 

as they stand today?

Join our panellists including, 

Jacob Varghese, Rod St 

George, Suelette Dreyfus 

and Anita Barraud as 

they unpack issues of 

transparency, disclosure and 

the consequences that unfold 

when we don’t know what we 

don’t know.

60,000+ YEARS OF  INNOVATION

Presented in 

partnership with 

Presented in partnership with Kalinya Communications 

and the City of Melbourne as part of 

Melbourne Knowledge Week

Immediately after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein 

in 2003, British civilian Emma Sky was enlisted 

as the representative of the Coalition Provisional 

Authority in Kirkuk, one of Iraq’s most volatile 

areas. She went on to serve in the region longer 

than any other senior military or diplomatic fi gure. 

Sky visits Melbourne and Ballarat to talk with 

Sally Warhaft about the Middle East post-

Hussein and the lessons to be learned about the 

limitations of power.

THE FIFTH 

ESTATE INSIDE IRAQ

MONDAY 9 MAY

at the Museum of Australian 

Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat

Time: 6.00pm – 7.00pm

TUESDAY 10 MAY

at Melbourne City Conference 

Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Can sporting boycotts embarrass governments into 

addressing human rights abuses? What are the costs 

of major sporting events like the Olympic Games and 

the World Cup in terms of human displacement? How 

well do events such as the Paralympics enhance the 

human rights of people with disabilities?

Host Francis Leach and panellists Hugh de Kretser, 

Beverly Knight, Brendon Gale and Belinda Clark 

examine sport through the lens of human rights.

Over the past couple of years, podcasts 

have matured into the storytelling 

format du jour – with a little help from a 

certain sensationally popular true crime 

serial (ahem). 

Beloved for their sense of proximity, 

their active listenership, portability 

and in some cases, ambitiously crafted 

audio, podcasts have a unique ability to 

keep listeners in the company of their 

own choosing – and to render mundane 

tasks bearable. 

So: in celebration of all things audible, 

we’re bringing you some of podcasting’s 

best and brightest to share their 

thoughts and insights on the art (and 

business) of listening.

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Andrew Denton investigates the 

stories and moral arguments about 

why good people are dying bad 

deaths in Australia – because there is 

no law to help them.

BETTER 
OFF
DEAD

Image credit: the Saturday Paper

Sport and 

Human Rights
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Audio Production
The Wheeler Centre’s audio focus 
continued in 2016.  

In April the final episode of Andrew 
Denton’s Better Off Dead 17-part 
podcast, produced by the Wheeler 
Centre in partnership with Thought Fox, 
was released. Our ongoing event based 
podcast series continued, including The 
Fifth Estate and Books and Ideas at 
Montalto. 

In June, prior to the federal election, we 
released Housekeeping – a five-part 
podcast mini-series about Australian 
democracy beyond the ballot box.  
Co-produced with Jarni Blakkarly this 
series had over 10,000 downloads.

As part of the Invasion of the Pod 
People series in 2016 the Wheeler 
Centre gave people the chance to get 
their genius podcast ideas and concepts 
off the ground. So You Think You Can 
Pod saw three podcast teams have 
their pitches prodded, workshopped 
and sharpened by our panel of audio 
producers –  including Reply All’s PJ 
Vogt, Soundproof’s Miyuki Jokiranta, 
Ingredipedia’s Ben Birchall and the 
Wheeler Centre digital manager Jon 
Tjhia. The winning pitch was The Island, 
submitted by Michael Green, Andre Dao 
and Abdul Aziz Muhamat. As part of the 
prize, they received a six-month audio 
mentorship with the Wheeler Centre. 
Michael Green and the team from 
Behind The Wire began working with the 
Wheeler Centre and are releasing the 
nine-part podcast series The Messenger 
in 2017.

Developed in partnership with 
Audiocraft, the Australian Audio 
Guide is a handpicked companion 
to the best Australian podcasts and 
radio features. Launched in November 
2016, the site lets you discover 
quality audio content and explore 
Australian audio culture with interviews, 
features and listening suggestions. 
australianaudioguide.com 

PRINCIPLES:

     

HEY GIRL
HEY GIRL was a new, one-week 
series that examined the experience 
of girlhood through a feminist lens. 
Conversation in the series looked at 
race, identity, sexuality, social media and 
the representation of girls in fiction in 
the media.

Across six events speakers included, 
Maxine Beneba Clarke, Santilla 
Chingaipe, Rebekah Robertson, Marlee 
Jane Ward, Abigail Ulman, Judith 
Lucy, Mel Campbell, Candy Bowers, 
Clementine Ford and Anne Summers. 
The series explored the challenges that 
girls continue to face and talked through 
possible solutions for overcoming these 
obstacles. 

PRINCIPLES:

  

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 

at Geelong Library & 

Heritage Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 

concession, plus 30c 

booking fee.

THURSDAY 

13 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

FRIDAY 

14 OCTOBER 

at ACMI Cinema 2

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

WEDNESDAY 

12 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE
TUESDAY 

11 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE
MONDAY 

10 OCTOBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

G R O W I N G  U P 

W I T H  M A X I N E 

B E N E B A 
C L A R K E
Maxine Beneba Clarke 

grew up in sunny, suburban 

Sydney, the child of two 

West Indian émigrés. 

She was never allowed 

to forget that her skin 

colour marked her out as 

someone different.

Hear Maxine talk about her 

own Australian girlhood, 

issues of race and feminism 

and her new memoir, The 

Hate Race, with host 

Santilla Chingaipe.

Q U E S T I O N 

T I M E : 
R A I S I N G  G I R L S

We’re devoting a whole 

Question Time session to 

the topic of raising girls. 

Got questions about girls’ 

education, friendship, 

sexual health, role models 

or the unique challenges 

facing girls from diverse 

backgrounds? Join us for 

one hour of pure audience 

Q&A, moderated by 

Madeleine Morris.

A S  Y O U  A R E : 

A  T R A N S 

T E E N  S T O R Y

Georgie Stone was born a 

boy, but always knew she 

was a girl. At 11 she became 

the youngest Australian ever 

to access puberty-blocking 

medication. Now a thriving 

16-year-old, Georgie is a role 

model and advocate 

for trans teenagers. Meet this 

exceptional young Australian 

and her mother, Rebekah 

Robertson.

G I R L S 
W R I T I N G 

A B O U T  G I R L S

Lust, longing, anger, 

rebellion, self-surveillance, 

anxiety, technology, 

friendship – our panel, 

including Marlee Jane 

Ward, Abigail Ulman, 

Jax Jacki Brown and host 

Jennifer Down, will discuss 

these topics and more. 

What stories do girls want 

to read? And what stories 

do they want to tell?

Y A S  K W E E N : 

G I R L S  O N 

S C R E E N

At this panel discussion, 

hosted by comedian Judith 

Lucy, we’ll look at girls on 

screen. Our panel will also 

respond to clips from Broad 

City, Freaks and Geeks, 

The Katering Show, Puberty 

Blues and Mean Girls. Can 

we see ourselves in these 

characters? Who is left out 

in representations of girls 

on screen?

Presented in partnership with 

ACMI and Plan International 

Australia 

F I G H T I N G  L I K E 

A  G I R L  I N  T H E 

2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y

Clementine Ford and 

Anne Summers have 

been described as 

feminist voices of their 

respective generations. In 

this conversation the pair 

will focus on the notion of 

girlhood, how the feminist 

fight changed and what 

kind of future awaits 

Australian girls.

Presented in partnership with 

Geelong Regional Libraries

H E Y  G I R L

THE DI GRIBBLE 

ARGUMENT 2016

Shen Narayanasamy

A week-long festival of 

events celebrating girlhood 

for and about girls. 

10–14 OCTOBER

The Di Gribble Argument returns 

for a third year, pushing us into 

constructive disagreement in 

efforts to break a conversational 

deadlock. This year we’re taking 

on one of the most intractable 

conversations in Australian public 

life: stopping the boats.

Most of us carry family histories 

of migration, seeking safety and 

prosperity in this vast and varied 

continent. But something is broken. 

We spend billions imprisoning 

asylum seekers on remote Pacifi c 

Islands. The solution is not ideal, 

chorus politicians and pundits, but 

there simply is no other way.

From Pauline Hanson’s return to 

457 visas, we continue to leave 

immigration policy and practice 

to fear-mongering politicians and 

disingenuous shock-jocks.

It’s time for a proper argument. One 

that lays out the stunning changes 

to our social contract on immigration 

that quietly took place behind the 

mantra of Stop The Boats. One that 

looks at the system in its entirety, that 

replaces catchphrases with a broader, 

deeper perspective. And an argument 

that actually proposes solutions. 

Human rights campaigner Shen 

Narayanasamy will bring together 

business, government and social 

threads to detonate the dead end 

nature of this debate.

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER 

at the Regent Theatre, Plaza Ballroom

Time: 6.30pm – 11.00pm 

Tickets: $180, plus 30c booking fee, 

three-course dinner and drinks  included. 

Individual seats and tables of ten available.

Photo: Simon O'Dwyer, Fairfax

F IG H T I N G

★ I N  T H E  ★ 

2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y

L I K E  A  G I R L 

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

INVASION OF THE POD PEOPLE

TUESDAY 17 MAY

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

SATURDAY 9 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.45pm

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

THURSDAY 5 MAY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

CHAT 10 LOOKS 3

STARLEE KINE AND PJ VOGT

Starlee Kine (Mystery Show) and PJ Vogt (Reply All) each shot to podcasting fame 

last year. But behind their recent successes, Vogt and Kine have each been deeply 

involved with the craft of storytelling – and some of its most celebrated institutions. 

Joined by Ben Birchall (Ingredipedia) and Jon Tjhia (Paper Radio), they’ll talk about 

the new wave of American audio storytelling as they see it – from the dark corners of 

the internet to the shadowy truths of the world.

Every week, Annabel Crabb and Leigh Sales talk about books, television, radio, 

movies, food, politics and whatever else they feel like (read: show tunes) to create the 

essential easy listening that is Chat 10 Looks 3. 

The podcasting duo come to the Wheeler Centre to name-drop, eat on mic and, 

well, giggle … as they discuss in detail what they are literarily and literally consuming 

during a live recording of their podcast.

For many centuries, Indigenous knowledge 

has adapted to social and environmental 

upheaval while remaining interwoven with 

spiritual and cultural practices. Find out how 

this knowledge is reshaped and applied by 

Indigenous designers, curators, innovators 

and academics today.

With Jefa Greenaway, Lilly Brown, 

Kimberley Moulton, hosted by Benson Saulo.

WHISTLE   
B LO W E R S

How much government 

secrecy is necessary for the 

protection of the public? And 

what are the limitations of our 

whistleblower protection laws 

as they stand today?

Join our panellists including, 

Jacob Varghese, Rod St 

George, Suelette Dreyfus 

and Anita Barraud as 

they unpack issues of 

transparency, disclosure and 

the consequences that unfold 

when we don’t know what we 

don’t know.

60,000+ YEARS OF  INNOVATION

Presented in 

partnership with 

Presented in partnership with Kalinya Communications 

and the City of Melbourne as part of 

Melbourne Knowledge Week

Immediately after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein 

in 2003, British civilian Emma Sky was enlisted 

as the representative of the Coalition Provisional 

Authority in Kirkuk, one of Iraq’s most volatile 

areas. She went on to serve in the region longer 

than any other senior military or diplomatic fi gure. 

Sky visits Melbourne and Ballarat to talk with 

Sally Warhaft about the Middle East post-

Hussein and the lessons to be learned about the 

limitations of power.

THE FIFTH 

ESTATE INSIDE IRAQ

MONDAY 9 MAY

at the Museum of Australian 

Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat

Time: 6.00pm – 7.00pm

TUESDAY 10 MAY

at Melbourne City Conference 

Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Can sporting boycotts embarrass governments into 

addressing human rights abuses? What are the costs 

of major sporting events like the Olympic Games and 

the World Cup in terms of human displacement? How 

well do events such as the Paralympics enhance the 

human rights of people with disabilities?

Host Francis Leach and panellists Hugh de Kretser, 

Beverly Knight, Brendon Gale and Belinda Clark 

examine sport through the lens of human rights.

Over the past couple of years, podcasts 

have matured into the storytelling 

format du jour – with a little help from a 

certain sensationally popular true crime 

serial (ahem). 

Beloved for their sense of proximity, 

their active listenership, portability 

and in some cases, ambitiously crafted 

audio, podcasts have a unique ability to 

keep listeners in the company of their 

own choosing – and to render mundane 

tasks bearable. 

So: in celebration of all things audible, 

we’re bringing you some of podcasting’s 

best and brightest to share their 

thoughts and insights on the art (and 

business) of listening.

FORTNIGHTLY EVENT SERIES AND 

PODCAST HOSTED BY SALLY WARHAFT

Andrew Denton investigates the 

stories and moral arguments about 

why good people are dying bad 

deaths in Australia – because there is 

no law to help them.

BETTER 
OFF
DEAD

Image credit: the Saturday Paper

Sport and 

Human Rights
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The F Word 
Address: Caroline 
Wilson  
On the back of the successful 2015 
F Word series, the Wheeler Centre 
presented the inaugural feminist year in 
review with Australian sports journalist 
Caroline Wilson at Northcote Town Hall 
in November.

Intended to be an ongoing annual event, 
The F Word Address is part feminist 
stocktake, part personal reflection, from 
an outstanding Australian woman. Brave, 
bold and tenacious – Walkley Award-
winning journalist Caroline Wilson, is a 
star of Australian sports journalism. At 
this special event Caroline reflected on 
the year that was, on AFLW milestones 
and the ongoing challenges for 
Australian women in sport and media.

PRINCIPLES:

 

Books and Ideas at 
Montalto presented 
by the Wheeler 
Centre
Back for a third year in 2016 the popular 
series of events at Montalto Vineyard & 
Olive Grove saw the Wheeler Centre 
transport a taste of Australia’s best 
writing to the Mornington Peninsula.

On the third Friday of each month 
from March to November – audiences 
enjoyed all the elements of the very best 
dinner party – wonderful guests, good 
conversation and great food and wine.

Featured authors for the nine events 
included Lindsay Tanner, Toni Jordan, 
George Megalogenis, Stephanie 
Alexander, Steven Amsterdam, Bruce 
Pascoe, Mireille Juchau, Malcolm Knox 
and Drusilla Modjeska.

In addition to these regular events, two 
special lunches were hosted at Montalto 
with foreign correspondent and narrative 
non-fiction author Simon Winchester in 
February and Australian award-winning 
author Hannah Kent in September.

Presented in partnership with Montalto 
Vineyard & Olive Grove.

PRINCIPLES:

  

Good Morning 
America:  
The Election  
As It Happens
At Deakin Edge on the morning of  
9 November, the Wheeler Centre 
brought together a panel of experts 
including Sally Warhaft, Ben Eltham, 
Jess McGuire, Crispin Rovere and 
Sophie Black, to provide up-to-the-
minute coverage of one of the most 
bizarre election races in modern history. 
With live crosses via Skype to journalist 
Guy Rundle in the US, Guardian 
reporter Amber Jamieson in New York 
City and Mother Jones’ James West, our 
panel recapped the highs and lows of 
this truly weird, ‘post-truth’ presidential 
race.

They also reminisced about the Obama 
presidency: the hope that preceded it, 
and the legacy the first African-American 
president left behind.

With free coffee in hand, provided by 
Small Batch, the early-rising audience 
unknowingly counted down to the 
Trumpocalypse – a result that not even 
the nerdiest of pollsters could have 
predicted.

PRINCIPLES:

 

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

at Deakin Edge, Federation Square

Time: 7.30am – 9.30am

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, plus 30c booking fee. 

MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER 

at Northcote Town Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

at New Council Chambers, Trades Hall

Time: 7.30pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

G O O D  M O R N I N G 

A M E R I C A
THE ELECTION 

AS IT HAPPENS

Quarterly Essay

STAN GRANT 

ON 
INDIGENOUS 

FUTURES

WHAT’S THAT SOUND? 

A C T I V I S M  TO D AY

MONDAY 5 DECEMBER 

at the Capital Theatre, Bendigo

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, plus 30c booking fee.

MASHA GESSEN 

ON DONALD TRUMP’S 

LESSONS IN AMERICAN 

DEMOCRACY

Acclaimed New York-based journalist 

Masha Gessen believes Trump 

is ‘a thoroughly American creation 

that poses an existential threat to 

American democracy’. Join us in 

Bendigo where she’ll discuss the 

historical, economic and cultural 

circumstances that have enabled the 

ascendance of this utterly unorthodox 

political fi gure.

‘America does seem, at times, to forget that it’s on camera and 

the entire world can see when it strips naked and rants at itself 

in the mirror.’ So wrote Laurie Penny of the US presidential race 

back in February. Since then, well, that guy from The Apprentice 

won the Republican nomination and Hillary Clinton was embroiled 

in a cloning conspiracy.

But the bizarre pageantry will come to an offi cial end on 

8 November as Americans vote for their 45th president. 

At Deakin Edge on the morning of 9 November (time zones, 

remember!), we will bring you up-to-the-minute coverage of 

the explosive outcome.

Our panel of experts including Sally Warhaft, Don Watson, 

Crispin Rovere, Ben Eltham, Jess McGuire and host Sophie 

Black will recap the highs and lows of this truly weird, ‘post-truth’ 

presidential race. We’ll cross to correspondents on the ground to 

decode the exit polls and reminisce about the Obama presidency.

Come and kick some balloons, Bill Clinton-style, as we count 

down to the (possible) apocalypse.

Walkley Award-winning veteran 

journalist Stan Grant will discuss why 

brighter futures for Indigenous people 

require all Australians to reckon with 

past and present injustices. He’ll also 

share his ideas for meaningful self-

determination and building sustainable 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

communities across Australia, with 

host Don Watson.

American marriage equality campaigner Jim Obergefell 

will join four revered local activists – Elaine Pearson, 

Gary Foley, Amelia Telford and Tess Lawley – to 

discuss the prospect of political change in the 21st century.

What can we learn from the mistakes and achievements 

of other political movements across the globe? What 

does social media bring in terms of myths, risks and 

opportunities for activists? Our speakers will answer these 

questions, and many more, on the theme of changing the 

world in 2016.

Presented in partnership with Bendigo Writers Festival and 

La Trobe University

The F Word Address 

CAROLINE 

WILSON

Brave, bold and tenacious — Caroline Wilson 

is a star of Australian sports journalism and she 

knows a thing or two about blazing trails. Who 

better to deliver the Wheeler Centre’s inaugural 

F Word Address – an annual event that will be 

part feminist stocktake, part personal refl ection, 

from an outstanding Australian woman. Join 

us for an evening with an exceptional talent in 

Australian sports journalism.

MONDAY 11 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10
The stuff we choose to keep says something about 

ourselves, and Show and Tell for Grown-Ups is a place 

to share those stories. Host Tony Wilson invites each 

of his visiting hoarders, including Damian Callinan and 

Cal Wilson, to reveal a thought-provoking or memory-

stirring curiosity – then, the fl oor is open to you.

FEATURING:

TONY WILSON – HOST DAMIAN CALLINAN CAL WILSON

SHOW 
AND TELL 

FOR 
GROWN-UPS

THE WHEELER CENTRE AT THE TOFF

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

Presented in partnership with The Toff in Town

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 

at Collins Street Baptist Church

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession, 

plus 30c booking fee.

TUESDAY 6 DECEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

at Montalto Vineyard & Olive Grove

Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Tickets: $60, plus 30c booking fee, 

inclusive of food, wine charged 

on consumption.

PETER GRESTE

Day of the 

Imprisoned Writer

BENT 

MERRIMENT

Q U E E R 
C O M E D Y

War and Terror

THE NIGHTMARE

OF OUR TIMES

BOOKS AND IDEAS

AT MONTALTO

PRESENTED BY THE WHEELER CENTRE

STEPHANIE 

ALEXANDER

In conversation with writer and food critic 

Larissa Dubecki, Stephanie Alexander 

will talk about her food, fi ve-decade career 

and new book The Cook’s Table. Take your 

seat at the table with one of Australia’s 

most celebrated chefs.

Presented in partnership with PEN Melbourne

HOT DESK EDITION

MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER

NANO EDITION

MONDAY 5 DECEMBER

at the Moat

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

Following his arrest on 29 December 2013, 

Australian journalist Peter Greste spent 400 

days in prison in Egypt. 

In partnership with PEN Melbourne, we’re 

presenting a conversation with Peter Greste 

about freedom of expression, persecution and 

resistance. 

On PEN International’s Day of the Imprisoned 

Writer, Greste will share his story with Emma 

Alberici, and explore the plight of writers 

around the world who are still in detention. 

Where are the most dangerous places for 

writers to work today and what can we do 

about it?

This series is all about 

showcasing exciting new 

writers – those we believe 

are the ones to watch. 

These are the literary stars 

of tomorrow. Come and 

hear from them today.

The word ‘gay’ started 

out as a synonym for 

mirth and hilarity – and 

its modern usage isn’t 

just a coincidence.

We’ll hear stories 

from queer comedians 

Geraldine Hickey 

(Breakfasters) and Black 

Comedy’s Steven 

Oliver about what 

they’ve encountered 

along the way. 

How did they begin, 

and how has their 

comedy developed 

alongside their sexuality? 

Two great thinkers – philosopher Rai Gaita and historian 

Jay Winter – will present their individual perspectives on the 

theme of terror and war. What is the meaning of war in the 21st 

century? What, if any, are the rules of engagement? How can we 

understand the mindset of terrorist organisations? What are the 

prospects of resolution?

Join us for some compelling 

insights on terror – the nightmare 

of our times.

Hosted by

Tom Ballard

WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 8.30pm, 

includes a short interval, FREE



ANNUAL REPORT 2016 15

Revolting and 
Ridiculous: A Roald 
Dahl Retrospective
‘Never grow up … always down.’ This 
excellent advice appears in George’s 
Marvellous Medicine, but it might have 
been Roald Dahl’s personal motto. Has 
any other children’s author known how 
to grow down as well as Dahl?

2016 marked the 100th anniversary 
of Roald Dahl’s birth – so the Wheeler 
Centre decided to mark the occasion by 
getting revolting and ridiculous on stage 
with guests including Andy Griffiths, 
Jess McGuire, Kate McLennan, Tim 
Rogers and Anna Burke. Hosted by 
Michael Williams, the panel performed 
extracts from Dahl’s vast body of work, 
delved into the recurring themes of his 
stories and discussed the life of this 
incomparable, sometimes controversial 
author.

PRINCIPLES:

 

The Wheeler Centre 
at the Toff
From late June to late July the Wheeler 
Centre threw sass at winter, stepped 
out into the world and hit the town, 
more specifically The Toff in Town, for 
a mini-programme of events while our 
performance space underwent a casual 
makeover.

The Toff in Town became the Wheeler 
Centre’s home away from home as 
we slipped down Swanston Street to 
take up residence in the heart of Curtin 
House. Across five events we hosted 
favourites from our regular series, Erotic 
Fan Fiction and Bedtime Stories, and 
a couple of special events including 
two performances with Maxine Beneba 
Clarke reading Allen Ginsberg’s Howl 
set to modern jazz music.

Presented in partnership The Toff in 
Town.

PRINCIPLES:

   

The Show of the 
Year 2016
The horror, the glory, the sublime and 
the ridiculous – 2016 served it all up 
in enormous doses. Once again, the 
Wheeler Centre celebrated a year’s 
worth of highlights and lowlights at our 
annual Show of the Year.

Silver-tongued songbird Casey Bennetto 
and a bevy of the nation’s most charmed 
and charming entertainers and writers 
– Jennifer Byrne, Tom Ballard, Osamah 
Sami, Deborah Conway & Willy Zygier, 
Geraldine Quinn, Shireen Morris, Nkechi 
Anele, Geraldine Hickey, Cal Wilson, 
Tim Flannery, Benson Saulo and Danny 
McGinlay– farewelled the year in style ... 
one month at a time through story and 
song.

We paid tribute to Harper Lee, 
remembered Prince, recapped 
Boaty McBoatface, and unpicked 
the Logies, political correctness and 
Arab Greetings. From AFL fairytales 
to election races and a Christmas 
singalong to boot, the Show of the Year 
was richly funny, poignant and everything 
in between.

PRINCIPLES:

 

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW

to our podcasts and e-news

at wheelercentre.com

WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

at Frankston Arts Centre

Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm. FREE

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 

at Geelong Library & Heritage Centre

Time: 11.00am – 12.00pm

Tickets: $20 and $12 concession

THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 6.15pm – 7.15pm, FREE

FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

at the Museum of Australian Democracy 

at Eureka, Ballarat

Time: 1.00pm – 2.00pm, FREE

YOU 
DON’T 
KNOW 
ME 

B O U N D A R I ES
MAPPING 

MELBOURNE MATTHEW REILLY 

ON BOOKS, 

BLOCKBUSTERS AND 

BLOWING STUFF UP

WORD FOR WORD 

NON-FICTION FESTIVAL

Anthony Albanese and 

Karen Middleton 

Deng Adut

SONGS OF 

A WAR BOY

at the Wheeler Centre

Time: 1.00pm – 1.30pm, FREE

Presented in partnership with Geelong Regional Libraries

Supported by the City of Melbourne Arts Grants Program 

BEN POBJIE ON RUGBY LEAGUE

THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER

Ben Pobjie will open up about his lifelong obsession. 

How has the game infl uenced his sentiments, thoughts 

and pursuits? And why has the game exerted such an 

emotional hold over him?

ANDREW COX ON 

HEALTH AND FITNESS

THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER

Hear Andrew Cox wax nutritional about turning his back 

on rock bacchanalia – and how fi tness is sometimes the 

opposite of fi tting in.

NAYUKA GORRIE ON 

BLERD CULTURE

THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER

Nayuka Gorrie will talk about the growing momentum 

behind ‘blerd’ (black plus nerd) culture and how she’s a 

freak for Firefl y.

Deng Adut’s trajectory from a small village 

in Malek, South Sudan, to the Australia Day 

stage has been an extraordinary one. As a 

child soldier in the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Army he suffered years of famine, disease and 

deadly fi ghting before escaping to a refugee 

camp in Kenya and eventually being settled as 

a refugee in Australia.

The subject of a stirring viral YouTube clip – an 

advertisement for Western Sydney University, 

where he studied law – there’s much more to 

this brilliant young man than can be squeezed 

into a 90-second video. In conversation with 

co-writer Ben Mckelvey join this extraordinary 

Australian as he discusses his own experiences 

and shares his insights on the challenges 

facing refugees in Australia today.

Presented in partnership with M.A.D.E.

‘There is always another history or a more private story 

underneath the public face of any city, of any suburb,’ 

wrote Sophie Cunningham in her acclaimed 2011 

book, Melbourne. In Cunningham’s latest project, she 

continues to excavate these histories, and Melbourne’s 

shifting boundaries with photographer Dianna Wells.

Join them for a fascinating discussion with historian 

Gary Presland and water engineer Tony Wong.

Blockbuster action author, Matthew Reilly, will be 

back in Australia in November for the release of his 

latest book, The Four Legendary Kingdoms, which sees 

hero Jack West Jr kidnapped and forced to compete 

in a series of deadly challenges designed to fulfi l an 

ancient ritual.

Join us for his only Victorian event, 

talking career thrills and spills and the 

transition from page to screen with crime 

fi ction nut, Rafael Epstein.

The newly released biography from Karen Middleton, 

Albanese: Telling It Straight, is a window on the recent 

turbulent years of Australian federal politics with a 

deeply personal dimension. This is the whole story of 

Anthony Albanese and the remarkable mother who 

raised him.

Anthony Albanese and biographer Karen Middleton will 

discuss the trajectory of Albanese’s political career and 

refl ect on the complexities of writing a biography when 

the subject is still active in public life. 
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MONDAY 11 JULY

Time: 6.30pm – 7.30pm

Tickets: $10
The stuff we choose to keep says something about 

ourselves, and Show and Tell for Grown-Ups is a place 

to share those stories. Host Tony Wilson invites each 

of his visiting hoarders, including Damian Callinan and 

Cal Wilson, to reveal a thought-provoking or memory-

stirring curiosity – then, the fl oor is open to you.

FEATURING:

TONY WILSON – HOST DAMIAN CALLINAN CAL WILSON

SHOW 
AND TELL 

FOR 
GROWN-UPS

THE WHEELER CENTRE AT THE TOFF

BOOK NOW wheelercentre.com

Presented in partnership with The Toff in Town
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Hot Desk 
Fellowships
In 2016 the popular Hot Desk 
Fellowships, once again made possible 
by the generous support of the Readings 
Foundation, gave 22 writers the chance 
to focus on their writing for ten weeks 
within the creative hub of the Wheeler 
Centre. For the first time, we offered 
two Hot Desk Fellowships for illustrators 
developing work with a literary focus 
(from a graphic novel, to a zine or an 
illustrated book cover), supported by the 
generosity of private donors.

The 2016 fellows were:

Didem Caia, Bec Fary, Kerrin O’Sullivan, 
Melody Paloma, Angelina Mirabito, Chris 
Somerville, Christine Sun, Paul Dalla 
Rosa, Jessica Knight, Miki Perkins, Nadia 
Niaz, Laura Stortenbeker, Stephanie Van 
Schilt, Inga Hanover (Illustration Hot 
Desk), Hiroki Kobayashi, Vidya Rajan, 
Lou Smith, Fiona Spitzkowsky, Veronica 
Sullivan, Fury, Lilit Thwaites, Eloise Grills 
(Illustration Hot Desk).

In partnership with the Readings 
Foundation.

PRINCIPLES:

  

Reimagining the 
Performance Space
The Performance Space is the Wheeler 
Centre’s main venue for approximately 
175 events – and live audiences of 
20,000 – each year. It is central to our 
role as a hub for the literary sector as 
a key public space for our audiences, 
and as a function space for the resident 
organisations and a broad range of 
stakeholders in the books and writing 
sector. 

With the support of the Ian Potter 
Foundation and Russell Mills 
Foundation, the Performance Space 
underwent an upgrade in 2016. This 
involved improvements to the stage 
configuration, including accessibility and 
branding. From a technical perspective, 
new systems and equipment have 
immediately increased the quality of the 
sound and audio output in the room, 
which also flows through to our online 
content. We are grateful to the Ian Potter 
Foundation and Russell Mills Foundation 
for supporting our vision for this project. 
Further works will continue in 2017.

PRINCIPLES:

 

Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Awards
Awards play a vital role in honouring 
literary achievement by Australian 
writers. The Victorian Premier’s Literary 
Awards are administered by the Wheeler 
Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas on 
behalf of the Premier of Victoria.  

There are nine award categories: Fiction, 
Non-Fiction, Drama, Poetry, Writing for 
Young Adults, Unpublished Manuscript, 
Indigenous Writing, People’s Choice 
and the overall Prize for Literature, which 
is the single richest prize for writing in 
Australia. This year’s winners were:

Fiction: The World Without Us  
by Mireille Juchau (Bloomsbury)

Non-fiction: Something For The Pain 
by Gerald Murnane (Text Publishing)

Drama: Broken by Mary Anne Butler 
(Currency Press)

Poetry: Crankhandle by Alan Loney 
(Cordite)

Young Adult: Welcome to Orphancorp 
by Marlee Jane Ward (Xoum Publishing)

Unpublished Manuscript:  
Australia Day by Melanie Cheng

Award for Indigenous Writing:  
Ghost River by Tony Birch (UQP)

The Victorian Prize for Literature: 
Broken by Mary Anne Butler (Currency 
Press)

People’s Choice: Fever of Animals  
by Miles Allinson (Scribe Publications)

PRINCIPLES:

  

For information on all shortlisted titles go to wheelercentre.com

The shortlist.

Your defi nitive guide to 

Australia’s best writing.

FICTION

NON-FICTION

DRAMA

POETRY

YOUNG ADULT

Fever of Animals 

Miles Allinson

Scribe Publications

The Other Side 

of the World 

Stephanie Bishop

Hachette

Clade

James Bradley

Penguin

Forever Young

Steven Carroll

HarperCollins

The World Without 

Us
Mireille Juchau

Bloomsbury

The Natural Way 

of Things

Charlotte Wood

Allen & Unwin

Modern Love: 

The Lives of John 

and Sunday Reed 

Lesley Harding and 

Kendrah Morgan

MUP

Thea Astley: 

Inventing Her Own 

Weather

Karen Lamb

UQP

Australia’s Second 

Chance 

George Megalogenis

Penguin

Second Half First

Drusilla Modjeska

Knopf

Something 

for the Pain

Gerald Murnane

Text Publishing

Mannix

Brenda Niall

Text Publishing

Mortido 

Angela Betzien

Currency Press

Broken

Mary Anne Butler

Currency Press

SHIT 

Patricia Cornelius

Melbourne Theatre 

Company

The Guardians

Lucy Dougan

Giramondo Publishing

Crankhandle

Alan Loney

Cordite

The Subject of 

Feeling

Peter Rose

UWA Publishing

Sister Heart 

Sally Morgan

Fremantle Press

A Single Stone

Meg McKinlay

Walker Books Australia

Welcome to 

Orphancorp

Marlee Jane Ward

Xoum Publishing

VICTORIAN 

PREMIER’S 

LITERARY 

AWARDS

2016
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Adopt A Word
Do you despair that doublespeak, 
political gobbledegook and corporate 
gibberish rule the world?

Are you concerned about the 
degradation of public language? Would 
you like a way to show your love and 
support for the Wheeler Centre, but just 
can’t find the right words?

Throughout 2016, the Wheeler Centre 
continued the ‘perfect scheme’ to 
address these concerns, with the 
Adopt A Word fundraising campaign to 
help preserve, protect and nurture the 
building blocks of our books, writing and 
ideas. For an $85 donation, individuals 
could adopt a word and protect it from 
the ravages of modern life.  

Specially-themed words for Father’s Day 
and Christmas campaigns were added 
including irenic (adj.) promoting peace 
and conciliation and footle (v.) to talk or 
behave foolishly; to horse around.

Ministry of Ideas
The Ministry of Ideas is our creative 
consultancy and bespoke programming 
service for corporate partners. With both 
new and continuing partners in 2016, 
the Ministry is characterised by shared 
values, relationships of trust, and strong 
brand alignment.   

Off the back of a successful first year 
together, our partnerships with Hall & 
Wilcox expanded in 2016 to include 
unique events for the firm’s partners and 
clients in Sydney. Activities continued 
to align interviews between leading 
thinkers, writers and commentators with 
a social occasion, bringing to life smart, 
passionate, and entertaining topics.

The Wheeler Centre In-Conversation 
Series continued to take place each 
month at Aesop Australia’s head office. 
With a company culture that values 
the arts as an avenue through which to 
inspire, learn and communicate, Aesop 
is a natural partner for the Wheeler 
Centre. Continuing our bespoke 
programming series throughout 2016 
has both broadened and deepened 
this relationship as we explored topics 
including climate change, astronomy, 
social justice and sustainability.

Conversation 
Starters
There is nothing hollow about true 
conversation. It is only through 
diversity of viewpoint and topic that 
conversations change minds, enrich 
lives, and build social cohesion. And 
while talk may be free, conversations are 
not cheap. The Wheeler Centre’s major 
donors are literal Conversation Starters, 
making our year-round programme of 
free talks possible through their annual 
support.

FUTURE-PROOFING OUR APPROACH
For the Wheeler Centre to make the kind of long-lasting, meaningful contribution to the social and cultural landscape that we 
envision, we must be as imaginative in our revenue management as we are in our creative endeavours. We continue to pursue 
a broad suite of income channels across all aspects of our activity. Individual donations from audience members, bespoke 
programming for cultural partners, philanthropic support for new initiatives, and corporate sponsorship for major projects are all 
essential components in making our ambitions possible.

Key initiatives in 2016 included:

Conversation 

Starters

WHE049 Conversation Starters

admin@actualsize.com.au

03 8415 0000 

© ACTUAL SIZE PTY LTD 2013

FILE NAME

EMAIL

TELEPHONE

Conversation  

Starters
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
The Wheeler Centre is a key organisation in the medium-sized cultural sector, with 
an annual turnover of between $3.2 and 4.0M. The Wheeler Centre values fiscal 
accountability, with a focus on generating new revenue streams and managing 
our cost base responsibly. The Board and its finance sub-committee monitor 
performance against budget for all activities and oversee the long-term security of 
the company. The following breakdown provides a snapshot of our 2016 financial 
operations. It is not intended to replace or modify the content of the centre’s 
independently audited Annual Financial Statements.

EXPENDITURE
The Centre’s annual expenditure 
patterns in 2016 demonstrate the high 
levels of resourcing required to support 
our mission:

1. Public Programming: Artists’ fees 
and production and travel costs account 
for 54% of expenditure.

2. Staffing and Administration: Our 
daily programming and service delivery 
model is necessarily resource intensive 
and makes up for 16% of expenditure.

3. Fundraising: Various fundraising 
activities account for 2% of expenditure.

4. Building Operations: the operating 
of a physical hub in the dedicated wing 
of State Library Victoria accounts for 7% 
of expenditure. 

EXPENDITURE

Fundraising 2%

Building Operations 
7%

Staffing and 
Administration 
16%

Marketing and 
Communications 21%

Public Programming
54%

INCOME

Investments
11%

Private Support 4%

Physical Resources 6%

 Corporate Sponsors 
and Partners 7% 

Government
Funding 
50%

Box Office and Project Fees 
22%



ANNUAL REPORT 2016 19

INCOME
The public appetite for our daily talks 
and special events has only increased. 
Likewise, the support we provide to 
the sector has become invaluable to 
partners, publishers, booksellers, writers 
and literary organisations. The Centre 
is focused on securing income levels 
that enhance our ability to deliver on this 
demand.

We have six main revenue streams:

1. Box Office and Project Fees: 
The Centre has consistently achieved 
ambitious box office targets and 
increased this income stream by 32% 
since inception. Box office and project 
fees account for 22% in 2016.

2. Investments: The Centre has a 
strong net asset position, underpinned 
by our Endowment from the Planet 
Wheeler Foundation. Our annual 
income from the Endowment includes 
interest and dividends from an 
investment portfolio that is managed by 
an independent wealth manager and 
overseen by our Board. In 2016, this 
accounted for 11% of annual turnover.

3. Physical Resources: A steady 
income stream comes from rental rates 
and venue hire accounting for 6% of 
overall income for the Centre.

4. Private Support: 4% of the Centre’s 
income comes from major Donors, 
Trusts and Foundations and fundraising 
campaigns. 

5. Corporate Sponsors and Partners: 
Overall levels of private support have 
remained steady at approximately 7% of 
turnover annually. The Centre is pursuing 
greater diversification within this income 
stream, with a reduced reliance on trusts 
and foundations and increased focus 
on corporate sponsorship and donor 
programmes.

6. Government Funding: The Centre 
receives support for our activities from 
federal, state and local government 
through the arts and culture portfolios, 
accounting for 50% of income.

EXPENDITURE

Fundraising 2%

Building Operations 
7%

Staffing and 
Administration 
16%

Marketing and 
Communications 21%

Public Programming
54%

INCOME

Investments
11%

Private Support 4%

Physical Resources 6%

 Corporate Sponsors 
and Partners 7% 

Government
Funding 
50%

Box Office and Project Fees 
22%
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PARTNERSHIPS
Venues, publishers 
and bookshops 
The Wheeler Centre is proud to partner 
with a number of local and regional 
venues across our yearly programme of 
events. Our ongoing collaboration with 
Australia’s diverse publishing industry 
and our support of local bookshops 
demonstrates our commitment to bring 
writers and ideas to our audience.

Cultural 
Collaborations 
Energetic and imaginative collaborations 
with community and cultural partners 
enable us to enhance our offerings to 
the community. Working with partner 
organisations also allows us to engage 
more broadly with diverse audiences.

Resident Organisations
Melbourne’s designation as a UNESCO 
City of Literature recognises the 
invaluable contribution made by the 
following organisations, all of which 
reside in the Wheeler Centre.

Alongside these organisations, a range 
of volunteer-led entities work within the 
Wheeler Centre, through small-scale Hot 
Desk residencies: PEN Melbourne and 
Freeplay Independent Games Festival. 
Small volunteer-run organisations are 
a vital component of the ecology of 
our literary and publishing sector. The 
Wheeler Centre is proud to support their 
activities.
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THANK YOU
As a cultural institution, we rely on the vision 
and generosity of our partners and supporters. 
Their contribution and commitment enables us to 
champion writers and writing, support the literary 
sector, elevate public conversation and produce 
an extraordinary year-long programme with 80% 
of events free to attend. We take this opportunity 
to say thank you. 

DONORS 
Conversation Starters 2016

George and Rosa Morstyn
Wendy and Tony Hudson
Michael and Radhika Santhanam-Martin
Robin and Marylou Friday
Andy and Jill Griffiths
Wendy and Mark Rubbo OAM
Janet Whiting
Wendy Whelan
Eric and Sue Beecher

Thank you also to the generosity and 
support of previous Conversation 
Starters and other Friends of the 
Wheeler Centre donors who contributed 
to our tax appeal and those friends who  
adopted a word or became a regular 
giver. 

PATRONS 

Maureen and Tony Wheeler

CORPORATE PARTNERS

GOVERNMENT

FELLOWSHIPS & RESIDENCIES

Hot Desk Fellowships  
 

The Literary Collection 

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Reimagining the Performance Space 
 

Digital Engagement (Regional)

MAJOR PARTNERS

Media

Accommodation Audio Visual

Wine Champagne
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OUR PEOPLE
Our Board  
Eric Beecher – Chairman
Gabrielle Coyne
Russel Howcroft
Tony Hudson – Company Secretary
Joanna Murray-Smith
Mark Rubbo
Claire Wright
Anita Ziemer

Our Staff
Director: Michael Williams

General Manager: Jaclyn Booton

Co-Head of Programming:  
Emily Sexton

Co-Head of Programming:  
Sophie Black

Head of Marketing and 
Communications: Emily Harms

Head of Sponsorship and 
Development: Kendra Overall  
(to September)

Office Manager: Lyndal Peake  
(to May); Sally Rosevear (from May)

Programming Manager:  
Helen Withycombe

Series Producer: Gemma Rayner

Project Producer: Amita Kirpalani; 
Sarah Greentree (to April)

Digital Manager: Jon Tjhia

Digital Writer/Editor: Sophie Quick 

Digital Content Producer:  
Connor Tomas O’Brien (to May)

Marketing Manager: Shannon Hick

Ticketing and CRM Coordinator: 
Claire Flynn 

Publicist: Kate Blackwood 

Events Manager: Gabrielle Ryan 

Production Manager:  
Johnboy Davidson

Accounts: Sam Ryan

Venue Coordinator:  
Leticia Parish and Fury Telford 

Our extraordinary front and back of 
house team who ensure our events run 
seamlessly night after night:

Ania Anderst
Colin Atkinson
Aaron Bradbrook
Anne Bravos
Stella Charls
Chris Cody
Ruby Duffell
Fiona Dunne
Eric Gardiner
Jess Hutchison
Shamini Joseph
Emily Laidlaw
Jess Likar
Kylie Maslen
Rose McCormick
Angela McMurray
Darcy Moran
Mark Novak
Kevin O’Faircheallaigh
Niklas Pajanti
Leticia Parish
Owen Phillips
Ritchie Plunkett
Seb Prowse 
Sophia Robinson
Autumn Royal
Jen Squire
Billie Tumarkin
Nikita Vanderbyl
Tim White
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176 Little Lonsdale Street  
Melbourne VIC 3000 Australia  
T +61 3 9094 7800  
F +61 3 9650 6473

Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas 
trading as The Wheeler Centre. 

wheelercentre.com


